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PREFACE

The Environmental Surveillance Program at the Hanford Site in Washington State is con-
ducted by the Pacific Northwest Laboratory (PNL) under contract to the Department of Energy
(DOE). U.S. Government operations at Hanford have always included support for environmental
surveillance, and the data collected provide a historical record of the levels of radio-
nuclides and radiation attributable to natural causes, worldwide fallout, and Hanford opera-
tions. The findings of the present program demonstrate the negligible impact attributable
to either current Hanford operations or cumulative environmental effects from past Hanford
operations. Where appropriate, the data are compared with applicable standards for air and
water quality set forth by the Department of Energy, the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), and the state of Washington. Summaries and interpretations of the data are published
annually; the present document is for calendar year 1979.






SUMMARY

Environmental data collected during 1979
show continued compliance by Hanford with all
applicable state and federal regulations.

Data were collected for most environmental
media including air, Columbia River water, ex-
ternal radiation, foodstuffs (milk, beef,
eggs, poultry, and produce) and wildlife
(deer, fish, and game birds), as well as soil
and vegetation samples.

In general, offsite levels of radionuclides
attributable to Hanford operations during 1979
were indistinguishable from background levels.
The data are summarized in the following
highTlights.

e Hanford operations during 1979 caused no
distinguishable impact on concentrations
of airborne radionuclides or on external
radiation dose measured near to and far
from the Hanford Site. (See pages 5-18
and 23-26.)

e The only distinguishable impact to wildlife
from Hanford operations was to ducks at the
onsite waste water ponds (See pages
19-21).

e Radionuclides observed in foodstuffs, and
soil samples were all attributed to either
wor 1dwide fallout or natural sources. (See
pages 15-26.)

e External dosimeter measurements on the is-
Jands and shoreline along the Hanford reach
of the Columbia River showed elevated doses
attributed to the presence of a few long-
lived radionuclides, principally 60co,

7Cs and Eu from past operation of
once-through-cooled production reactors.
An extensive radiation survey of the shore-
line and islands conducted during 1979 re-
vealed areas where dose rates were higher
than was previously thought to be the case.
The incremental increase in radiation ex-
posure to recreational users of the river
is still considered to be insignificant.
(See pages 27-30.)

e Low-level concentrations of a few radionu-
clides released to the Columbia River from
N Reactor during 1979 were observed at the
downstream sampling location. A1l of the
observed river concentrations were far less
than 1% of the most restrictive Manual
Chapter guides for unrestricted areas.
(See pages 9-14.)

The estimated impact of Hanford operations
in terms of radiological dose was computed for

both the maximum individual and the population
around Hanford. (The maximum individual is a
hypothetical person situated so as to receive
the maximum radiation exposure possible.)
These doses include the impact of measurable
levels of radionculides in the environment and
those known to have been released but not de-
tectable in the environment. Summarized in the
following highlights are the estimated radio-
logical impacts during 1979.

e The maximum "fence-post" exposure rate for
1979, 0.8 mR/hr, occurred on the shore of
the Columbia River in the vicinity of
N Reactor. Radiation from N-Reactor radio-
active waste handling facilities was pri-
marily responsible for this exposure rate.

e The maximum annual whole-body dose to an
individual from 1979 effluents was esti-
mated to be less than 0.1 mrem. This in-
cluded contributions from airborne, drink-
ing water, irrigated foodstuff, and aquatic
recreation pathways. The annual dose to a
single organ received from all pathways was
less than 0.5 mrem to the thyroid. These
doses can be compared with the standards
of Manual Chapter 0524 of 500 mrem/yr for
the whole body and 1500 mrem/yr for organs
other than the gonads and the bone marrow.
(See pages 31-34.)

e Airborne effluents from the Hanford Site's
three operating areas resulted in an annual
whole-body dose to the population within
an 80-km (50-mile) radius of Hanford of
about 1.3 person-rem. Liquid effluents
during 1979 contributed very little (about
0.01 person-rem) to the total population
dose. This dose estimate may be compared
with the approximately 25,000 person-rem
received annually from natural background
radiation. (See pages 34-35.)

Air quality measurements of NOp in the
vicinity of the Hanford Site and releases of
S0, onsite were well within the applicable
feéera] and state standards. Particulate air
concentrations exceed the standards primarily
because of agricultural activities in the
area. (See pages 6-7.)

Discharges of waste water from Hanford fa-
cilities into the Columbia River under the
National Pollution Discharge Elimination Sys-
tem (NPDES) permit were all within the para-
meter limits on the permit. (See page 13.)
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ENVIRONMENTAL SURVEILLANCE AT
HANFRD FR CY-1973

INTRODUCTION

The U.S. Department of Energy's Hanford
Site is located in a rural region of south
eastern Washington State and occupies an
area of 1500 kmZ (560 square miles). The
site, shown in Figure 1, lies about 320 km
(200 miles) east of Portland, Oregon, 270 km
(170 miles) southeast of Seattle, Washington,
and 200 km (125 miles) southwest of Spokane,
Washington. The Columbia River flows through
the northern edge of the Hanford Site and
forms part of its eastern boundary.

Established in 1943, the Hanford plant
was originally designed, built, and operated
to produce plutonium for nuclear weapons.

At one time, nine production reactors were

in operation, including eight with once-
through cooling. Between December 1964 and
January 1971, all eight reactors with once-
through cooling were deactivated. N Reactor,
the remaining production reactor in opera-
tion, has a closed primary cooling loop.

Steam from N Reactor operation is used to
drive turbine generators that produce up to
860 million watts of electrical power in the
Washington Public Power Supply System's
(wppssg Hanford Generating Plant. By the

end of 1979, N Reactor had suppliad enocugh
steam to produce nearly 50 biliion kilowatt
hours of electrical energy, which was fed to
the Bonneville Power Administration grid cov-
ering the Pacific Northwest. ’

Facilities on the Hanford Site include
the historic reactor facilities for plu-
tonium production along the Columbia River,
in what are known as the 100 Areas. The
reactor fuel-processing and waste-management
facilities are on a plateau about 11.3 km
(7 miles)from the river in the 200 Areas.
The 300 Area, just north of the city of
Richland, contains the reactor fuel manufac-
turing facilities and research and
development laboratories. The Fast Flux

200 Areas

FIGURE 1.

HANFORD SITE

WPPSS
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DOE's Hanford Site in Washington State



Test Facility (FFTF) is located in the 400
Area approximately 3.4 km (2.1 miles)
northwest of the 300 Area.

Privately owned facilities located within
the Hanford Site boundaries include the
WPPSS generating station adjacent to N Reac-
tor, the WPPSS power reactor site and office
buildings, a hazardous waste disposal site,
and a radioactive waste burial site. The
Exxon fuel fabrication facility is located
immedjately adjacent to the southern bound-
ary of the Hanford Site.

Principal DOE contractors operating at
Hanford are:

e Rockwell Hanford Operations (RHO)--
responsible for fuel processing, waste
management, and all site support ser-
vices such as plant security, fire
protection, central stores, electrical
power distribution, etc.

e Battelle Memorial Institute-- respon-
sible for operating the Department of
Energy's Pacific Northwest Laboratory
(PNL). This includes research in the
physical, 1ife, and environmental
sciences, environmental surveillance,
and advanced methods of nuclear waste
management.

e UNC Nuclear Industries (UNI)-- respon-
sible for operating and fabricating
fuel for N Reactor.

e Westinghouse Hanford Company (WHC)--

* responsible for operating the Hanford
Engineering Development Laboratory
(HEDL), incTuding advanced reactor
developments, principally the Liquid
Metal Fast Breeder Reactor Program and
the Fast Flux Test Facility.

During 1979, work at Hanford included N
Reactor operation, nuclear fuel fabrication,
Tiquid waste solidification, continued con-
struction of the Fast Flux Test Facility,
Hanford National Environmental Research Park
(NERP) studies, and Arid Lands Ecology (ALE)
studies, as well as continued use of a vari-
ety of research and laboratory facilities.

The desert plain on which Hanford is lo-
cated has a sparse covering of vegetation
primarily suited for grazing. The most
broadly distributed type of vegetation on
the site is the sagebrush/cheatgrass/blue-
grass community. The mule deer is the most
abundant big game mammal on the site while
the most abundant small game animal is the
cottontail rabbit. The raccoon is the most
abundant furbearing animal. The osprey,

golden eagle, and bald eagle are all occa-
sional visitors to the relatively large
areas of uninhabited land comprising the
Hanford Site.

Hanford's climate is mild and dry; the
area receives approximately 16 cm (6.3 in.)
of precipitation annually. About 40% of the
total precipitation occurs during November,
December, and January, with only 10% falling
in July, August, and September. The average
maximum and minimum temperatures in July are
330C (929F) and 16°C (610F). For January,
the respective averages are 39C (370F) and
-60C (229F). Approximately 45% of all pre-
cipitation from December through February is
SNnow.

Mean monthly wind speeds range from about
14 km/hr (9 mph) in the summer to 10 km/hr
(6 mph) in the winter. The prevailing re-
gional winds are from the northwest, with
strong drainage and crosswinds causing com-
plicated surface flow patterns. The region
is a typical desert area with frequent
strong inversions that occur at night and
break during the day, causing unstable and
turbulent conditions.

With the exception of Hanford-related
industries, the economy of the region is
primarily agricultural. Crops include al-
falfa, wheat, sugar beets, and potatoes.
Several fruit orchards are located within a
short distance of the Hanford Site. The
Columbia River is used extensively for re-
creational purposes including fishing.

The population center nearest to the Han-
ford Site is the Tri-Cities area (Richland,
Pasco, and Kennewick), situated on the
Columbia River downstream from the site.

The three communities, with a combined popu-
lation of approximately 80,000, use the Col-
umbia River as a source of drinking water.
Approximately 250,000 people live within an
80-km (50-mile) radius of the Hanford Site,
in the Yakima area, the Tri-Cities, several
small communities, and the surrounding agri-
cultural areas. Considerably more detail on

site characteristics and activities is avail-
able in the final environmental statement for

Waste Management Operations at Hanford.

The Hanford environmental surveillance
program is conducted by PNL under contract
to DOE. This program is designed to measure
levels of radionuclides and radiation in the
Hanford environs and to determine what por-
tions are attributable to natural causes,
worldwide fallout, and Hanford operations.
The comprehensive ground-water monitoring
program, also conducted by PNL for DOE, com-
nlements the surface portion of the total

'y
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program by determining the concentration,
distribution, and impact of radionuclide and
chemical co?zsituents and is documented
separately. Other environmental data
collected deal with certain nonradioactive
airborne pollutants and with the chemical
and biological quality of the Columbia River
and sanitary water.

A1l samples are collected according to a
master iurveillance schedule published each
year. The analytical results of these

samples are presented and eyaluated in a
series of annual reports;( included in
this report are data collected during 1979.
Any contribution to air or waterborne radio-
nuclide concentrations that is attributable
to Hanford operations is compared wlt? the
regulations in Manual Chapter 0524.(5) Con-
centrations of nonradioactive pollutants are
compared with app]i%agle standards of the
state of Washingto? 6) or the Environmental
Protection Agency.(7)






ATMOSPHERIC MONITORING

Many radionuclides from both natural sources and worldwide fallout are present in the

atmosphere.

Potential contributions to radionuciide levels from Hanford operations are smaller
than those already present from worldwide fallout.

Air is routinely sampled at numerous loca-

tions close to and distant from the Hanford Site to determine the existence and constituents

of any Hanford contribution to the airborne radionuclide concentrations.

During 1979, no sta-

tistically significant difference was observed between radionuclide concentrations at sampling

locations near to and distant from the Hanford Site.

tinguishable from existing regional levels.

AIR SAMPLING

During 1979, radionuclides in the atmo-
sphere were sampled by a network of 18 peri-
meter and 5 distant continuous air samplers
at locations shown in Figure 2. Particulate
a1rborne radionuclides are samp]ed by draw-

g air at a flow rate of 2.55 m3/hr (1.5
t3/min) through 5-cm (2-in.)-diameter high-
eff1c1ency asbestos filter papers. Immedi-
ately downstream from the particulate filter
is a cartridge of activated coconut charcoal
impregnated with potassium jodide for the
collection of gaseous radioiodine. Atmo-
spheric moisture, for tritiated water analy-
sis, is collected by passing a portion of
the air flow through a cartridge of indi-
at1ng silica gel at a rate of 28.4 %/hr
(1 ft3/hr).

The particulate filters are collected
biweekly and analyzed for gross beta and
alpha activity after a wait of 7 days to
allow the naturally-occurring short-1ived

a 4 BACKGROUND AIR
MOSES LAKE SAMPLING LOCATION

® PERIMETER AIR
SAMPLING LOCATION

COLUMBIA RIVER

YAKIMA RIVER HANFORD OTHELLO

BOUNDARY
AL WASHTUCNA &
AHLUKE #2¢ @ BERG RANCH .

l.,. ® WAHLUKE o CONMELL

VERNITAN __. 5
BRIDGE -

I
YAKIMA ; PROSSER ® COOKE BROTHERS

BARRICADE | BARRICADE
‘[ | RRCJo FIR ROAD

RATTLESNAKEA---~q ALE @ 463 fo PETTETT

SFRINGS  BENTON -

SUNNYSIDE

WALLA WALLA &
MILES WASHINGTON
10 2 MCNARY DAM EE—
16 R -
KILOMETERS
FIGURE 2. Air Sampling Locations

Hanford contributions were thus indis-

radon and thoron daughters to decay. Once a
month the filters are grouped by geographical
Tocation and analyzed by gamma spectrometry.
Each quarter the filters in each geographical
group are dissolved and analyzed for 90Sr and
plutonium. Charcoal cartridges from six of
the sampling locations _are collected and
analyzed biweekly for 1311, charcoal cart-
ridges from the remaining stations were
changed monthly to assure that fresh collec-
tion media existed at each locatijon. These
samples were analyzed only if I was de-
tected at one or more of the six stations
where analyses were routinely performed.

The silica gel cartridges, located at three
of the perimeter sampling stations, are col-
lected- and analyzed biweekly.

RADIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS

Results for the particulate gross beta
and gross alpha-emitter concentrations at
perimeter and distant sampling stations are
shown in Table 1. Gross beta-emitter con-
centrations were essentially the same at all
stations, averaging 0.04 x 10-12 uci/m1 for
both the perimeter and distant stations.
This indicates that there was no measurable
Hanford contribution to the airborne beta-
emitter concentration. The decrease_ from
the 1978 concentration of 0.11 x 10-12 uci/m1
for the perimeter stations is attributed to a
reduction in world wide fallout levels.

Gross airborne beta-emitter concentrations
for the years 1975 through 1979 are shown in
Figure 3. Compared are the average monthly
concentrations at perimeter and distant sta-
tions in the predominant downwind direction.
The increase in airborne radionuclide con-
centrations observed in the spring is due to
an increase in the rate at which natural and
nuclear weapons test radioactivity is trans-
ferred from the lower stratosphere to the
troposphere. This increase was not observed
in 1976 or in 1978. The short-term increase
in 1978 was due to the Chinese nuclear test
in March.



TABLE 1.

Gross Beta C ncentratwns

Airborne Radioactivity in the Hanford Environs

Gross Alpha ?gncentratwns

+2 standard deviations

(a) Average +2 standard deviation is shown.

No entry indicates no analysis was made.

pCi/m3 (10-12 uci/mi) pCi/m3 (10-12 uci/m1)
Concentration Guide 100 0.03
Average Detection Limit 0,005 0.0003
No. of (a) No. of (a)
Location Samples  Maximum Minimum Average Samples Maximum  Minimum Average
Perimeter Stations
Benton City 26 0.09 0.005 0.04 + 0.03 26 0.004 0.0006 0.001 + 0.002
ALE 26 0.19 0.02 0.04 + 0.07
Rattlesnake Springs 26 0.15 0.02 0.05 + 0.05
Yakima Barricade 25 0.18 0.02 0.05 + 0.06
Vernita Bridge 27 0.13 0.01 0.04 + 0.05
Wahluke #2 27 0.10 0.02 0.04 + 0.04
Berg Ranch 26 0.10 0.02 0.04 + 0.04 26 0.003 0.0006 0.001 + 0.002
Othello 26 0.10 0.02 0.04 + 0.04
Wahluke Watermaster 26 0.08 0.01 0.04 + 0.03
-Conne 11 26 0.12 0.01 0.04 + 0.05
Cooke Bros. 26 0.16 0.007 0.05 + 0.06
Fir Road 27 0.19 0.02 0.05 + 0.07
Pettett 27 0.15 0.02 0.04 + 0.06
Byers Landing 26 0.11 0.02 0.04 + 0.04 25 0.004 0.0004 0.001 + 0.002
Pasco 24 0.15 0.02 0.04 + 0.06
Richland 24 0.16 0.02 0.05 + 0.06 24 0.004 0.0005 0.001 + 0.002
1100 Area 25 0.18 0.01 0.04 + 0.06
RRC CP #64 . 26 0.17 0.03 0.05 + 0.06 26 0.005 0.0005 0.002 + 0.002
Overall Perimeter Station average 0.04 + 0.05 0.001 + 0.002
+2 standard deviations - -
Distant Stations
McNary 26 0.17 0.02 0.04 + 0.06
Walla Walla 26 0.16 0.02 0.04 + 0.05
Washtucna 25 0.15 0.02 0.05 + 0.06
Moses Lake 26' 0.12 0.02 0.04 + 0.04
Sunnyside 26 0.13 0.01 0.04 + 0.05
Overall Distant Statjon average 0.04 + 0.05

Shown in Table 2 are the results of spe-
cific radionuclide analyses. Beryllium-7 is
a naturally-occurring radionuclide formed by
the interaction of cosmic rays and nitrogen
in the upper atmosphere. The other radio-
nuclides, with the exception of plutonium,
are fission products that result from atmo-
spheric testing of nuclear weapons and, po-
tentially, from Hanford operations.

A1l of the radionuclides shown were ob-

served at similar concentrations at downwind,

distant, and perimeter locations. All of
the maximum observed concentrations occurred
during the spring months.

NONRADIOL OGICAL ANALYSIS

Atmospheric emissions of total suspended
particulates (TSP), SO, and NO2 are within

applicable standards except for the TSP
emission from two steam power plants. Pro-
jects have been defined to bring the TSP
emissions within applicable standards.

The Hanford Site and surrounding area are
not in compliance with the national and state
primary ambient air standards for TSP. There
are several reasons for this, none of which
are related to Hanford operations. Primary
contributors to the TSP concentrations in
this area are agricultural and construction
activities. Point source emissions of TSP
on the Hanford Site total less than 5,000
tons/yr (4,545 metric tons/yr) compared to
an estimated 2,500,000 tons (2,270,000 metric
tons) in fugitive dust emissions from the
surrounding three-county area.
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FIGURE 3. Average Monthly Gross Beta Activity in the Atmosphere
During 1979, measurements of NOp concen- None of the emissions of SO from the
trations were made by the Hanford Environ- four active steam power plants exceed the
mental Health Foundation at several loca- state emission standard of 1000 ppm.

tions on the site boundary. An EPA-desig-
nated method was used.(8)” The maximum
24-hour concentration of 27 ug/m3 occurred
across the Columbia River from the 300 Area
near the Byers Landing sampling station.
The maximum long-term average concentration
of NO2 occurred at the same location and
was <6 ug/m3. These concentrations are well
below the applicable national and state ambi-
ent air standards of 250 ug/m3 and 100 pg/m3
for daily average and annual mean, respec-
. tively.



TABLE 2. Selected Airborne Radionuclide Concentrations
in the Hanford Environs
Concentration, pCi/m3 (10'12 uCi/m1)
Average
Concentration Detection Compo?ise
Radionuclide Guide Limit Groupld Max imum Minimum Mean

3y 200,000 0.66 Distant NS NS
Perimeter 2.5 -0.01 0.63 + 1.1
Downwind 2.5 -0.01 0.59 + 0.95

TBe 40,000 0.02 Distant 0.23 -0.006 0.02 + 0.14
Perimeter  0.11 -0.001 0.03 + 0.06
Downwind 0.09 -0.003 0.03 + 0.05

90s,. 30 0.00007  Distant 0.0007 0 3.0 x 107* + 4.5 x 107
Perimeter  0.0007 7.0x 107 3.5 x 1074 + 3.6 x 107
Downwind 0.0007 0.0002 4.0 x 07 + 4.3 x 107

B 70Nb 1,000 0.001 Distant 0.006 -0.0006 -0.001 + 0.006
Perimeter 0.002 -0.0002 -0.001 + 0.002
Downwind  -0.002 -0.0002 -0.001 + 0.001

131, 100 0.01 Distant 0.007 0.0005 0.002 + 0.004
Perimeter  0.01 0.0005 0.002 + 0.004
Downwind 0.01 0.0005 0.002 + 0.004

137¢5 500 0.002 Distant 0.004 8.0 x 107 9.1 x 107 + 0.003
Perimeter  0.002 7.0 x 107> 1.5 x 107 + 0.001
Downwind 0.001 7.0 x 107° 9.9 x 107° + 0.001

144cepy 200 0.02 Distant 0.05 -9 x 107 -0.002 + 0.04
Perimeter  0.02 -4 x 107 -0.004 + 0.02
Downwind 0.02 -4 x 1073 -0.003 + 0.01

Pu 0.06 0.00001  Distant 0.001 6.0x10°%  9.7x10%+5.7x 107
Perimeter 1.0 x 107 3.0x10°®  2.2x 105+ 5.3x 1070
Downwind 3.0 x 107° 4.0 x 10°® 1.5 x 1075 1 2.5 x 10°°

(a) Distant stations include Moses Lake, Washtucna, Walla Walla, McNary Dam, and Sunnyside. Perimeter
stations are Wahluke #2, Berg Ranch, Othello, Vernita, Wahluke Watermaster, Connell, Cooke Bros.,
Yakima Barricade, Rattlesnake Springs, ALE, Benton City, Fir Road, Byers Landing, Pettett, Richland,

Pasco, 1100 Area, and RRC CP #64.

Pasco, Richland, Pettett, 1100 Area, and RRC CP #64.

NS = Not sampled.

Downwind stations are Fir Road, Prosser Barricade, Byers Landing,




COLUMBIA RIVER MONITORING

The Columbia River from Grand Coulee Dam to the Washington-Oregon border, a stretch
that includes the Hanford reach, has been designated Class A or excellent by the Washington

State Department of Ecology.(s)

This designation requires that industrial uses of the

river be compatible with substantially all water needs including sanitary water, recreation,
and wildlife, as indicated in Appendix A. Many measurements of radionuclide concentration,

temperature, nitrate ion, pH, turbidity, dissolved oxygen, fecal and total coliform, and

biological oxygen demand are routinely conducted upstream and downstream from Hanford to

monitor any effects that may be attributable to Hanford operations. The 1979 measurements
show that Hanford operations had a minimal impact on the quality of Columbia River water.

A1l parameters monitored were well within state or federal limits both upstream and down-

stream from the Hanford Site.

WATER SAMPLING

Samples of Columbia River water were rou-
tinely collected at upstream and downstream
locations. Upstream sampling for radio-
nuclide analysis consisted of placing a con-
tinuous filter-resin sampler at Priest Rapids
Dam and a cumulative water sampler at the
Hanford site 100-B Area water intake. Down-
stream sampling consisted of a continuous
filter-resin sampler placed at the 300 Area
forebay and a cumulative water sampler placed
at the Richland sanitary water treatment
plant.

The filter-resin sampler consists of a
metering pump, a flow meter, a two stage
particulate filter to remove particles 5 um
in diameter, and a mixed bed (anjon-cation)
ion exchange resin column. About 1000 liters
of water were drawn through the sampler dur-
ing each two week sampling period.

The cumulative water sampler consisted of
a pump, a solenoid-operated valve, and a
timer. Small aliquots of water were co-
1lected on a regular, timed basis{30 ml every
30 minutes). About 45 liters were collected
during each monthly sampling period.

Other water samples collected included
grab samples of Columbia River water col-
Tected at Vernita bridge (upstream from Han-
ford), and in Richland for biological and
chemical analyses, and cumulative samples of
drinking water collected at the Richland
sanitary water treatment plant. The drink-
ing water cumulative sampler operates on the
same principle as the Columbia River cumula-
tive sampler described previously.

RADIONUCLIDE ANALYSIS

Since shutdown of the last once-through-
cooled production reactor in January 1971,
radionuclide concentrations attributable to
Hanford operations have been generally unde-
tectable in the cumulative Columbia River
water samples. Analysis of the filters and
resin column from the filter-resin sampler
makes possible the detection of radionuclides
in Columbia River water at concentrations
far below those obtainable from the analysis
of conventional water samples. The filter-
resin samples and cumulative water samples
were all analyzed for gamma-emitting radio-
nuclides. Monthly cumulative water samples
were analyzed for total alpha- and beta-
emitting radionuclides, for 34 and for
natural uranium. Quarterly composites of
the cumulative water samples were analyzed
for 89sp, %0sr, 226Ra and 228Ra. 1In addi-
tion, quarterly composites of the filter-
resin samples were analyzed for plutonium
and quartely composites of the resin only
were analyzed for I. Shown in Tables 3
and 4 are the radionuclide concentrations
measured in samples collected upstream and
downstream of the Hanford Site. Only those
radionuciides observed one or more times at
concentrations significantly above the de-
tection 1imit and those observed consis-
tently at levels above the detection Timit
are shown in these tables. Very few of the
30-odd radionuclides routinely looked-for in
these samples are observed at concentrations
consistently above their detection limit.
The data in Table 3 summarizes the 1979
concentrations of naturally occurring and
worldwide fallout radionuclides measured in
a stretch of the Columbia River before it is
potentially effected by Hanford operations.
Analogous data obtained downstream of the
Hanford Site is presented in Table 4.



TABLE 3. Radionuclide Concentrations Upstream from Hanford Operations

Concentration, pCi/1 (10-9 uCi/m1)

. . No. o Annua
Radionuclide Samp]esfa) Max imum Minimum Average]b)
Naturally Occurring
226
228Ra 4 0.07 0.03 0.05 + 0.04
Ra 4 0.29 0.02 0.18 + 0.24
U-Nat 12 0.73 0.23 0.45 + 0.31
Worldwide Fallout
3
51H 12 730 4 290 + 450
54Cr 24* 4.0 0.05 0.50 + 3.8
ngn 24* 0.57 0.004 0.05 + 1.1
60Fe 24* 1.5 0.01 0.12 + 2.6
Co 24% 14 0.006 0.79 + 3.0
o5 r 4 1.8 0.31 0.72 + 1.4
95Nb 24* 0.67 0.006 0.06 + 0.81
1252r 24* 1.0 0.009 0.09 + 1.7
129Sb 24% 1.5 0.01 0.16 + 4.9
I 4 4x10% 8x10% 1x10%+4y 10t
131 % N
1371 24 1.1 0.01 0.11 + 4.0
140Cs(c) 24% 1.4 0.009 0.10 + 0.73
14OBa 24* 1.6 0.03 0.15 + 1.6
La 24%* 0.96 0.01 0.12 + 0.99
238Pu 4 8 -5 -6 -5 -5
x 10 1x10 5x10°" +8x 10
239-240 -4 -5 4 4
Pu 4 5 x 10 -4 x 10 2 x1077 + 4 x 10°

(a) Values marked with an * indicate the number

sets analyzed.

of filter-resin sample

(b) Annual average +2 standard deviations shown. .

(c) Because of the Targe uncertainty on the analyses of two sample
sets (3.7 + 97 and 1.3 + 176) these values were not included in
the table or in the computation of the annual average.

Several radionuclides were observed down-

stream of the Hanford Site at slightly higher

concentrations than were observed upstream;
indicating a very small contribution from
Hanford operations. The difference between
the upstream and downstream average concen-
trations may be compared with the concentra-
tion guides from Manual Chapter 0524, Table
II as shown in the last column of Table 4.
In all cases, the increases in river concen-
trations as a result of Hanford Operations
are a very small fraction of the concentra-

tion guides.

Data for several of the radionuclides of
potential Hanford origin observed at concen-
trations consistently above the detection
1imit are shown in Figure 4.

10

DRINKING WATER

Many communities downstream from Hanford
obtain their drinking water in whole or in
part from the Columbia River. To determine
the impact of Hanford operations on radio-
nuclide concentrations in drinking water,
cumulative water samples (30 ml every 30 min-
utes) were collected at the Richland sani-
tary water treatment plant. Richland is the
first community downstream from Hanford to
obtain its drinking water from the Columbia
River. The detection limits for the analy-
ses performed on the drinking water samples
are much higher than those for the river
samples but are consistent '‘with the analyti-
cal procedures used and are within the



TABLE 4.

Radionuciide Concentrations Downstream from Hanford Operations

Concentration, pCi/1 (10-9 uCi/mi)

Radionuclide Sago. OE ) i ini Annualb) o tion
plesid Max imum Minimum Average Guide
Naturally Occurring
226p, 4 0.05 0.02 0.03 + 0.03 30
28pa 4 0.43 0.11 0.22 + 0.29 30
U-Nat 10 0.95 0.29 0.50 + 0.44 20,000
Artificially Produced
3y 10 800 95 360 + 430 3,000,000
Sley 26+ 0.59 0.02 0.13 + 1.0 2,000,000
Ser 26+ 0.25 0.02 0.03 + 0.09 100,000
e 26 1.1 0.004 0.09 + 0.32 50,000
60¢o 26+ 0.75 0.006 0.09 + 0.28 30,000
s, 4 0.52 0.21 0.34 + 0.27 300
Bpp 26+ 0.06 0.002 0.02 + 0.06 100,000
%zp 26 0.06 0.003 0.02 + 0.19 60,000
125y, 26+ 0.08 0.004 0.05 + 0.30 100,000
129, 4 1.5 x 107 9.5 x 107° 1.1 x 107* + 5.0 x 107 60
131 26+ 0.26 0.003 0.07 + 0.18 300
137¢ 26 0.07 0.002 0.03 + 0.15 20,000
140g,(c) 2%+ 0.18 0.003 0.08 + 0.94 20,000
140, , 26+ 0.08 0.003 0.04 + 0.26 200,000
238p, 4 8x10° -9x10° -6.0x 107+ 3.5 107 5,000
239-240p, 4 ax10"  2x10°% 31x10%+5.7x 10 5,000

(a) Values marked with an * indicate the number of filter-resin sample sets analyzed.

(b) Annual average +2 standard deviations shown.

(c) Because of the Targe uncertainty on the analysis of one sample set (0.05 + 934) this
value was not included in the table or in the computation of the annual average.

guidelines of the Washington State Water
Quality Standards.

During 1979, the only radioactivity de-
tected in the drinking water was gross alpha
and gross beta activity, as shown in Table 5.
Washington State Water Quality Standards
require that radionuclide concentrations in
drinking water not exceed 5 pCi/g of gross
alpha activity and 50 pCi/g of gross beta
activity with the further stipulation that
certain individual radionuclides not exceed
1/100 of the values shown in Column 2, Table
11, Appendix A of the Washington State Rulei
and Regulations for Radiation Protection.

To determine compliance with the state stan-
dard, the average individual radionuclide
concentrations shown in Table 4 can be com-
pared with 1/100 of the Concentration Guide
shown recognizing that, in many cases, the

11

water treatment facility will reduce the
radionuclide concentrations below those
observed in the river. A1l radionuclide
concentrations are well within the state
standard.

TEMPERATURE

One of the physical characteristics of
the Columbia River most 1ikely to be
affected by Hanford operations is tempera-
ture. Figure 5 shows the average monthly
water temperatures measured at Vernita
Bridge and at Richland during 1979. Some of
the difference between the two locations is
due to natural causes while some is at-
tributable to operations on the Hanford
Site. Figure 6 illustrates the daily
and seasonal variations in river temperature
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FIGURE 5. Average Monthly Water Tempera-
tures at Richland and Vernita

TABLE 5. Radiological Analyses of Richland Drinking Water
Concentration, pCi/1 (10-9 uCi/ml)
No. of Detection Annual State
Radionuclide  Samples Limit Maximum  Minimum Average Standard
Gross Alpha 52 0.37 0.86 -0.05 0.33 + 0.37 5
Gross Beta 52 5.0 9.3 0.14 3.3+ 3.8 50

and flow rate during 1979. The gaps in the
data in these figures results from equipment
malfunctions during November. The greatest
difference observed occurred during the late
spring and early summer months when

N Reactor was not in operation. Insolation
appears to be the major source of heat for
the river. Any heat contribution from

N Reactor operations would be a small

12

fraction of the seasonal increases
attributable to insolation.

BIOLOGICAL ANALYSES

Monthly measurements of total coliforms,
fecal coliforms, and biological oxygen
demand (BOD) were made on grab samples taken
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at Vernita Bridge (upstream from Hanford)
and at Richland. The data, summarized in
Table 6, indicate an increase in total and
fecal coliform concentrations downstream
from Hanford. These increases are attribu-
ted to drainage from farm activities and to
wildlife. The Hanford stretch of the river
serves as a refuge for large populations of
waterfowl, especially in the autumn.

CHEMICAL ANALYSES

Grab samples taken at Vernita Bridge and
Richland during 1979 were also subjected to
chemical analyses. The nitrate concentra-
tion, pH, turbidity, and dissolved oxygen
content were determined. The results were
similar at the two locations and were well
within applicable standards adopted by the
state of Washington for Class A rivers.
{See Appendix A.)

A1l of the pH measurements were well
within the 6.5 to 8.5 standard except for
one measurement of 8.6 upstream

The state of Washington's turbidity stan-
dard requires that any increase due to use
of the river will be less than or equal to
5 NTU (Nephelometric Turbidity Units) above

13

Daily Variation in Mean Temperature and Flow Rate

the background levels. No significant
differences were observed between Vernita
Bridge and Richland, hence the values in
Table 6 are assumed to represent normal
background turbidity in the river.

The average values for dissolved oxygen
in the river at both Vernita Bridge and
Richland are well above the standard's mini-
mum of 8 mg/%.

WASTEWATER DISCHARGES TO THE COLUMBIA RIVER

Wastewater is discharged at nine points
along the Hanford reach of the Columbia
River. These discharges consist of backwash
water from water intake screens, cooling
water, water storage tank overflow, and fish
hatchery wastewater. Effluents from each of
these outfalls are routinely monitored as
required by the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) permit. Among
the effluent characteristics monitored are
total flow, suspended solids, settleable
solids, temperature, oils and grease, free
available chlorine, and pH, depending on the
nature of the effluent. During 1979, efflu-
ents were within the discharge limitations
provided in the NPDES permit, with a few
isolated exceptions.

FLOW RATE, THOUSANDS OF CFS



TABLE 6. Columbia River Chemical and Biological Analyses

Vernita Richland
State No. of Annual No. of Annual
Analysis Units Standard Samples  Maximum  Minimum  Average(a) Samples Maximum  Minimum Average(b)
NO3 ppm 45 51 4.4 0.10 0.38 + 1.2 49 0.80 0.¥0 0.35 + 0.41
pH 6.5 to 8.5 39 8.6 7.2 33 8.4 7.2
Turbidity wru(®) 5 + Bkgd. a1 4.5 0.35 1.4 + 1.4 32 7.0 0.6 2.2 + 3.4
Dissolved 02 mg/1 8 35 15.9 6.0 11 +5.4 24 16.8 3.0 11 +5.8
Total Coliforms  no./100 ml - 1 350 2.0 79tc) 1 920 2.0 130(¢)
Fecal Coliforms  no./100 ml 100 1 13 2.0 2(e) 1 70 2.0 glc)
gop!d) mg/1 - 10 2.8 1.0 1.9 + 1.3 10 2.4 0.6 1.6 + 1.0

(a) Average + two standard deviations.
(b) Nephelometric Turbidity Units.

(c) Annual median.
(d) Biological Oxygen Demand.

14



FOODSTUFFS

Foodstuffs, including milk, beef, chicken, eggs, fruit and leafy vegetables were col-

lected from local and distant farms for analysis of gamma emitting radionuclides and

9OSr.

Since the Riverview farming area is irrigated with Columbia Riverwater that has passed the

Hanford Site, samples of foodstuffs were obtained from this area.

Analyses of these samples

in 1979 indicated no observable impact from current or past Hanford operations.

MILK

Individual milk samples were collected
every two weeks at farms in a generally down-
wind direction from the Hanford Site. A
composite sample was collected on the same
frequency from other farms in the same area
to provide samples from most milk producers
in the area. A biweekly sample was also
obtained from a farm in Sunnyside, somewhat
distant and upwind from the Hanford Site.

The locations of these farms are shown in
Figure 7. Each milk sample was analyzed by
gamma spectrometry for gamma-emitting radio-
nuclides and by specific analysis for 31&
Samples from two farms were analyzed for 95r
and 2YSr once a month. Samples from the
other farms were analyzed only for OSr on a
quarterly basis.

16
KILOMETERS

FIGURE 7. Milk Sampling Locations
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The most abundant radionuclide measured
in the milk samples was potassium-40, a nat-
urally-occurring radionuclide. Strontium-90
was detected in many milk samples at concen-
trations typical of many areas around the
United States., A log-normal probability
plot of the 90gy data, shown in Figure 8,
approximates a straight 1ine indicating that
the observed concentrations were the result
of a single source (worldwide fallout). None
of the 1311 concentrations in milk exceeded
the detection Timit during 1979. A1l of
these results indicate that Hanford opera-
tions made no measurable contribution to
radionuctide concentrations in milk during
1979 (Table 7).

BEEF, CHICKEN, AND EGGS

Samples of beef, chicken, and eggs were
collected from the Riverview area and from a
commercial source for analysis by gamma spec-
trometry and specific analysis for 905y,

The results of these analyses are shown in
Table 8.

Strontium-90 and 137Cs were measured in
several of the samples at concentrations at
or slightly above the detection limit.

These low concentrations are similar to
those observed previously, are typical of
those observed else where and are attributed
to worldwide fallout. Al1 other
artificially-produced radionuclides were
below detection limit. These results con-
tinue to indicate that any impact from Han-
ford releases on the radionuclide content of
these foodstuffs is nil.

FRUIT AND LEAFY VEGETABLES

Samples of fruit and leafy vegetables
(spinach, leaf lettuce, turnip greens, and
mustard greens) were obtained during the
growing season from a number of farms near
to and distant from the Hanford Site. The
sample locations at Riverview, Ringold, and
in the Sagemoor vicinity are all near the
site perimeter. The balance of the sample
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FIGURE 8. Log Normal Probability Plot of sy in Milk Samples

locations are at distances of 8 to 75 kilo-
meters (5 to 47 miles) from the nearest site
boundary.

A1l samples were analyzed by gamma spec-
trometry for gamma-emitting radionuclides.
Radiochemical techniques were used for the

OSr analyses. Only the edible portions
of the fruit and vegetables were analyzed.
Results for 1979 are summarized in Table 9.

17

As in past years, some samples of leafy
vegetables were found_tg contain low concen-
trations of Sr and 13/cs. The approxima-
tion of a straight line produced by the 90sy
results on the log normal probability plot
shown in Figure 9 indicates that a single
source, worldwide fallout, is responsible
for the observed concentrations. Cesium-137
was observed at the detection limit. In the
fruit samples only naturally-occurring 40x
was detected. These data indicate that Han-
ford operations had no detectable impact on
radionuclide concentrations in fruit or
leafy vegetables.



TABLE 9. Radionuclides in Fruit and Leafy Vegetables

Concentrations, pCi/g (10-6 yCi/g, wet we\'gﬁt)

40¢ 90, 137
Average Detection Limit 0.35 0.01 0.03
No. of
Location Type Samples  Maximum  Minimum Average(a) Maximum  Minimum Average(a) Maximum  Minimum Average(ﬂ)
Fruit
Sagemoor Vicinity Cherries 1 1.5 0.003
Sagemoor Vicinity Peaches 1 1.6 -0.004
Sagemoor Vicinity Plums 1 1.8 . 0.003
Sagemoor Vicinity Pears 1 0.73 0.02
Sagemoor Vicinity Apptes 1 1.1 0.01
Sagemoor Vicinity Grapes 1 1.9 0.009
Sunnyside Peaches 1 1.2 -0.002
Sunnyside Plums 1 1.3 0.003
Sunnystide Pears 1 0.87 0.01
Sunnyside Apples 1 0.65 -0.003
Sunnyside Cantaloupe 1 1.1 0.005
Leafy Vegetables
Riverview 6 4.7 1.7 3.5+2.5 0.17 0.002 0.05 + 0.14 0.02 -0.002 0.01 + 0.02
Sagemoor Vicinity 1 0.81 -0.005
Benton City 3 3.6 1.9 2.8 +1.7 0.01 0.004 0.007 + 0.006 0.01 ~0.008 -0.003 + 0.02
Othelilo 2 3.9 2.2 3.1 0.004 0.004 0.003 0.002
Walla Walla 3 3.7 1.8 2.9+2.0 0.04 0.02 0.03 + 0.03 0.04 -0.01 0.01 + 0.05
Sumnyside 1 2.6 0.01 -0.01

(a) +2 standard deviations is shown if more than two sample results were available.
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WILDLIFE

A number of game animal species from the Hanford environs were collected and analyzed

for gamma-emitting radionuciides.

These wildlife constitute a potential pathway for the ex-
posure of small groups of people who hunt or fish near the Hanford Site.

Measurements

during 1979 showed that the only distinguishable impact to wildlife from Hanford operations

was to ducks at the onsite waste water ponds.

resulted from the consumption of the duck with the highest observe

The Hanford Site serves as a refuge for
migratory and resident waterfowl, dry-land
gamebirds and a variety of mammals. Some of
these animals have access to swamps, trenches
and ponds on the site that receive slightly
contaminated waste water or water that has a
potential for being contaminated. Ingestion
of the water or the vegetation growing in
the water may result in measurable quanti-
ties of radionuclides being incorporated in
the animals tissues.

Selected wildlife were collected on the
Hanford Site to provide an indicator of
radionuclide accessibility and the potential
for transfer through the food chain to man.
Although the Hanford Site south and west of
the Columbia River is not open to public
hunting, several wildlife species are game
animals that could be taken by hunters dur-
ing the time they spend offsite. These in-
clude pheasant, quail, ducks, geese, and
deer. Fish from the Hanford reach of the
Columbia River also constitute a potential
pathway for radionuclides to man from Han-
ford operations. Samples are regularly
obtained and analyzed to determine the mag-
nitude of this potential exposure.

DEER

An attempt is made each year to sample
deer in the vicinity of the operating areas
on the Hanford Site. These areas present
the greatest opportunity for deer to ingest
radionuclides of Hanford origin. Samples of
deer from these areas provide an indication
of the availability of radionuclides and
also indicate the magnitude of any potential
exposure resulting from consumption of Han-
ford deer.

During 1979, three deer were obtained on
the Hanford Site, all from “road kills".
One sample was obtained on the west side of
200 East Area, another five miles southwest
of 200 East Area and a third from the vicin-
ity of 100 N Area. Samples of muscle tissue
were analyzed to determine the concentration

A dose of about 5 mrem could potentially have
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d 137Cs concentration.

of gamma-emitting radionuclides. The result-
ing data are shown in Table 10. Naturally-
?ccurring Ok and the fission product

37¢cs were the only radionucliides detected
in the deer muscle samples. Concentrations
of 137¢s in the samples were all near or
below the detection 1imit and were lower
than levels observed in deer muscle ian1es
obtained far from the Hanford Site.(10
Observed levels of 137Cs in Hanford deer
are attributed to worldwide fallout, not to
Hanford operations.

WATER FOWL

Duck and goose samples were collected in
the vicinity of the 100 N Area and at White
Bluffs along the Columbia River. Ducks were
also collected from each of the 5 onsite
waste water ponds shown in Figure 10. Anal-
ysis for gamma-emitting radionuclides was
performed on a 454 gram (1 1b) sample of -
muscle tissue from each bird. Results of
these analyses are shown in Table 11. Only

Cs and naturally-occurring YK were ob-
served in the waterfowl samples. Samples of
ducks and geese collected along the Columbia
River showed low concentrations of 137(Cs at-
tributable to worldwide fallout. Samples of
pond ducks collected near the 200 Areas,
however, showed the affect of their having
resided on th? 9onds for a period of time,
accumulating 137Cs in their tissues. Con-
taminated waste water from past operations
is responsible for the radioactivity in the
ponds. The maximum concentration observed
in a duck (175 pCi 137Cs/g at Gable Pond)
was similar to that observed in recent years.
Consumption of 454 grams (1 1b) of meat from
this duck would result in a whole body dose
of about 5 mrem. The likelihood of such a
duck being shot and consumed by an offsite
hunter is considered to be very small be-
cause of the large number of migratory water-
fowl passing through the area.



TABLE 10.

Radionuclides in Muscle Tissue of Deer, Fish and Upland Gamebirds

Concentrations, pCi/g,(lO'6 uCi/g, wet weight)

40K 137CS
Average Detection Limit 0.60 0.06
No. of

Wildlife Samples Maximum  Minimum Average(a) Maximum  Minimum Average(a)
Deer 3 2.3 2.0 2.1+0.3 0.09 0.02 0.05 + 0.08
Pheasant 4 4.2 2.5 3.1 +1.5 0.06 -0.007 0.02 + 0.04
Quail 2 3.2 2.1 2.7 0.13 0.03 0.08
Fish 7 14 3.1 4.6 + 8.3 0.16 0.01 0.06 + 0.10

(a) Average +2 standard deviations is shown if more than 2 samples were analyzed.

UPLAND GAME BIRDS

Upland game bird samples including phea-
sant and quail were collected near each of
the old production reactor sites along the
Columbia River. Attempts made at collecting
upland game birds in the vicinity of the 200
areas were unsuccessful. Samples of muscie
tissue from these birds were analyzed for
gamma-emitting radionuclides. Results of
these analyses are shown in Table 10. Cesi-
um-137 and naturally occurring 40K were the
only radionuclides observed in the samples.
None of the Cs concentrations exceeded
levels that would be expected in the birds
from worldwide fallout, indicating that
Hanford Operations had no impact on the
radionuclides in these birds during 1979.

FISH

A total of 7 whitefish were collected
from the vicinity of 100-D Area and Ringold
during 1979. Both areas are downstream of
N-Reactor. Boneless fillets from these fish
were analyzed for gamma-emitting radio-
nuclides. Results of these analyses are
shown in Table 10. The only radionuclides
observed in the samples were Cs and
naturally-occurring 40¢. Cconcentrations
of 137¢s in the samples were all near or
below the detection limit and are attribut-
able to worldwide fallout.

TABLE 11. Radionuclides in Muscle Tissue of Waterfowl
Concentration, pCi/g (1076 uCi/g wet weight)
40K 137CS
Average Detection Limit 1.2 0.46
No. of

Location Species Samples Maximum  Minimum Average Maximum  Minimum Average
300 Pond Duck 4 2.9 2.5 2.7 + 0.33 0.07 0.03 0.04 + 0.04
U Pond Duck 1 2.1 0.26
Gable Pond Duck 4 6.6 1.8 3.8 + 4.3 175 0.45 67 + 150
West Lake Duck 2 5.8 2.6 4.2 + 4.5 86 66 76 + 14
B Pond Duck 4 5.3 2.0 3.1 +3.0 40 6.6 21 + 29
Columbia River Duck 2 3.3 2.7 3.0 + 0.85 0.03 -0.02 0.005 + 0.07
Columbia River Geese 3 2.6 2.4 2.5 + 0.2 0.05 0.004 0.03 + 0.05

20



RINGOLD

o - - ————

FIGURE 10. Onsite Waste Water Ponds

21






SOIL AND VEGETATION

Surface soil and vegetation samples are collected annually from a number of locations
for the purpose of measuring the radionuclide concentrations from woridwide fallout, natural

causes, and any cumulative buildup of radionuclides from Hanford operations.

The data col-

Tected during 1979 indicate that any Hanford contribution to the radionuclide concentrations
was indistinguishabie from the variability observed in levels of worldwide fallout.

COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS

Soil and vegetation samples were col-
lected once during 1979 in late summer at
thirteen perimeter and distant locations.
Each soil sample consisted of a composite of
five "plugs" of soil collected at random
from an area of approximately 100 me. These
"plugs" were approximately 2.5 cm (1 in.) in
depth and 10 cm (4 in.) in diameter. The
composite samples were well mixed before
aliquots were removed for analysis. Samples
of perennial vegetation, rabbitbrush, sage-
brush, and bitterbrush were collected in the
immediate vicinity of each soil sample loca-
tion. Since no one species exists at all
sampling sites, the makeup of the sample var-
jed from site to site and reflected the oc-
currence of each species, i.e., if the plant
cover in the area consisted of 30% rabbit-
brush and 70% sagebrush, the collected sam-
ple consisted of 30% rabbitbrush and 70%
sagebrush. Aliquots from both sets of sam-
ples were analyzed for gamma-emitting radio-
nuclides using a lithium drifted germanium
detector; for plutonium isotopes using Alpha
spectroscopy; and for 90sy and uranium by
specific analysis.

The locations of the sample plots are
shown in Figure 11. Hanford operations
would be expected to contribute much more to
the radionuclide concentrations at predomi-
nantly downwind locations (Riverview, Byers
Landing, Sagemoor, Pettett, Baxter Substa-
tion, West End Fir Road, Ringold--locations
1 to 7) than to sampling locations lying in
other directions (Yakima Barricade, Wahluke
#2, etc.).

SOIL

Data from soil analyses for 1979 are sum-
marized in Table 12. The naturally-occurring
radionuciides 0K, 224Ra, 226Ra, and uranium
were observed at higher concentrations in
the soil than any of the artificially pro-
duced radionuclides. The maximum 90Sr con-
centration, 0.37 x 10-6 uCi/g, was observed
at Riverview and the Arid Lands Ecology Labo-
ratory. Peak 239-240py concentrations
(0.03 x 10-6 1Ci/g) were observed at
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Sampling Locations

Taylor Flats #2, the Arid Lands Ecology Labo-
ratory and Sunnyside. A1l of these results,
while much higher that those from other lo-
cations, are similar to maximum values mea-
sured in past years and indicate the hi%hly
variable nature of soil concentrations.(ll
While there were considerable differences in
radionuclide concentration between sample
sites, no geographical pattern was detected.
Log-normal probability plots of the data for
9 Sr, 137¢s and 9Pu, shown in Figure 12
indicate by their approximating a straight
line, that a single source, worldwide fall-
out, is responsible for the observed values.
Hanford contributions, if present, were in-
distinguishable from worldwide fallout.

VEGETATION

Shown in Table 13 are the data obtained
in 1979 for the vegetation samples. The
maximum 90Sr concentration, 0.46 x 10-6
uCi/g and the maximum /Cs concentration,
0.42 x 10-6 pCi/g, both occurred at Benton
City, a predominantly upwind location. No
geographical pattern is evident in the



TABLE 12.

Radionuclides in Soil

Part A: Naturally Occurring
\ Concentrations, pCi/g (10-6 uCi/g, dry weight)
Location Loc:It’ion 40k 224 226Ra Total U
Average Detection
Limit 1.4 0.09 0.10 0.18
Riverview 1 19 0.80 0.50 0.44
Byers Landing 2 15 1.1 0.63 0.05
Sagemoor ’ 3 17 1.0 0.63 0.41
Taylor Flats #1 4 18 1.1 0.74 1.1
Taylor Flats #2 5 16 1.0 0.71 0.55
W. End Fir Road 6 16 1.1 0.64 0.57
Ringold 7 15 1.3 0.86 1.2
Berg Ranch 8 14 1.2 0.68 0.24
Wahluke #2 9 12 1.1 0.78 0.31
Yakima Barricade 10 13 1.2 0.69 0.39
ALE 11 14 1.3 0.93 0.33
Benton City 12 11 1.0 0.59 0.44
Sunnyside 13 10 0.96 0.75 0.22
Average *2 standard
deviations 15+5.3 1.1 +0.28 0.70 + 0.23 0.48 + 0.66
Part B: Artificially Produced
Locat ion Lo'::gion 90sr 957rNb 134¢s 137¢s 144 238py 239-240py
Average Detection Limit 0.009 0.06 0.03 0.07 0.14 0.001 0.004
Riverview 1 0.37 0.03 0.04 0.35 0.29 0.00006 0.02
Byers Landing 2 0.18 -0.06 0.05 0.94 0.56 0.0003 0.02
Sagemoor 3 0.03 0.08 -0.0003 0.09 0.37 0.0006 0.001
Taylor Flats #1 4 0.06 0.08 0.06 0.13 0.45 0.0004 0.002
Taylor Flats #2 5 0.34 0.03 0.04 1.6 0.35 0.001 0.03
W. End Fir Road [ 0.12 0.09 0.04 0.57 0.44 -0.0002 0.01
Ringold 7 0.18 0.24 0.02 0.69 0.47 0.002 0.02
Berg Ranch 8 0.30 0.07 0.06 0.86 0.20 0.0001 0.01
Wahluke #2 9 0.10 0.07 0.06 0.46 0.46 0.0001 0.006
Yakima Barricade 10 0.23 -0.07 0.04 0.82 0.41 -0.0009 0.005
ALE 11 0.37 0.08 0.01 1.1 0.34 0.002 0.03
Benton City 12 0.34 0.03 0.02 0.75 0.25 0.0003 0.02
Sunnyside 13 0.25 -0.01 0.04 0.74 0.43 0.00009 0.03
Average +2 standard
deviatTons 0.22 + 0.24 0.05 + 0.16 0.04 + 0.04 0.70 + 0.81 0.39 + 0.20 0.0004 + 0.002 0.02 + 0.02
data. Log=-normal Erobabi]ity plots of the radionuclides were a1so.present.at abogt
data for 305r and 137¢s, shown in Fig- the same low concentrations as in previous

ure 13, indicate that worldwide fallout is
responsible for the observed values. Other
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years, again indicating no detectable
Hanford contribution.
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TABLE 13.

Radionuclides in Vegetation

Concentrations, pCi/g (10-6 uCi/g, dry weight)

Map Naturally Occurring Artificially Produced i
Locations Location 0K Total U 903 957rNb 137Cs Ta3Ce 238Pu Z40-239Pu
Average Detection
Limit 3.8 0.02 0.03 G.34 0.16 G.76 0.006 0.006
Riverview 1 13 0.03 0.06 0.21 0.22 0.46 -0.002 0.004
Byers Landing 2 25 0.23 0.00 -0.23 -0.006 1.0 0.02 0.01
Sagemoor 3 16 0.05 0.03 -0.03 0.20 0.34 0.0003 0.003
Taylor Flats #1 4 13 0.03 0.07 0.14 0.14 0.33 -0.0002 0.001
Taylor Flats #2 5 15 0.05 0.03 0.23 0.09 0.59 0.02 0.001
W. End Fir Road 6 15 0.03 0.32 -0.10 0.09 0.30 0.001 0.002
Ringold 7 13 0.04 0.06 0.18 0.19 0.70 -0.001 0.002
Berg Ranch 8 15 0.06 0.03 0.16 0.01 0.26 0.002 0.002
Wahluke #2 9 7.0 0.01 0.03 0.03 0.09 0.98 0.0002 0.0002
Yakima Barricade 10 9.6 0.02 0.09 0.23 ®18 0.72 -0.001 0.002
ALE il 12 0.02 0.20 0.23 0.35 0.51 0.004 0.008
Benton City 12 7.1 0.02 0.46 0.20 0.42 0.81 0.02 0.002
Sunnyside 13 3.8 0.008 0.11 0.06 0.16 1.2 0.008 0.002
Average *2 standard
deviatTons 13+11 0.05+0.11 0.11+#0.27 0.10+0.29 0.16 +0.24 0.63 +0.60 0.006 + 0.02 0.003 + 0.001
1
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EXTERNAL RADIATION

External radiation levels were measured using thermoluminescent dosimeters at all air
sampling locations in the Hanford environs. The spatial pattern of recorded doses was used
to determine any contribution attributable to Hanford operations, since releases from Han-
ford would contribute primarily to measurements made at downwind locations. Dosimeters were
also used to measure the dose received along the Columbia River islands and shoreline near
the Hanford Site, and the immersion dose in Columbia River water at two locations. Measure-
ments during 1979 at the air sampling stations showed, with one possible exception, that
there was no observable impact from current Hanford Operations. A radiological survey to
evaluate the magnitude and distribution of radioactive contamination on the exposed shore-

lines of the Columbia River along and downstream of the Hanford Site was performed during
1979. Areas were found where dose rates were higher than was previously thought to be the
case. The incremental increase in radiation exposure to recreational users of the river is

still considered to be insignificant. The activity causing these dose rates is from past
direct use of river water to cool production reactors.

HANF ORD ENVIRONS

Thermoluminescent dosimeters (TLDs) were
Tocated at all of the perimeter and distant
air sampling locations shown in Figure 2
(page 5). The dosimeters consisted of CaFp:
Mn chips (Harshaw TLD-400) encased in an
opaque plastic capsule lined with 0.025 cm
(0.01 in.) of tantalum and 0.005 cm
(0.002 in.) of lead to flatten the low-
energy response. The dosimeters were
mounted 1 m above ground level and changed
every 4 weeks.

The results for each four-week period at
each location were converted to an annual
dose rate for ease in comparing measurements
and in calculating the annual average dose
rate. These values summarized in Table 14
show that the average annual dose is essen-
tially the same for perimeter and distant
stations. Noteworthy, however, is a four-
week period during August when the measured
dose rate was apparently 50% higher than
normal at the Waluke #2 station. Problems
were encountered during the read-out of do-
simeters for this station, making the result
questionable. N-Reactor airborne effluents
and meteorological conditions during August
were reviewed for indications of a situation
that could possibly have produced an increase
in the dose rate. Nothing of an unusual na-
ture was found to substantiate the validity
of the high dose measurement. A log-normal
probability plot of the individual data
points for distant and perimeter locations
(Figure 14) shows the similarity of the
measurements except for the one Waluke #2

station value. In general, Hanford contri-
butions to offsite radiation dose were indis-
tinguishable from the background dose.

From information in Table 14, the external
background dose received by the population
in the Hanford environs can be estimated.
The mean measured dose was about 70 mrem per
year (here, 1 mrem equals 1 mrad). To this
dose, 6 mrem per year must be added to ac-
count for the fast neutron component of cos-
mic radiation. Thus the population
would have received a dose of about 76 mrem
per year from external radiation. To esti-
mate the total background dose (external
plus internal), the 25 mrem received by the
body from naturally-occurring radionuclides,
primarily 0K, must be included. There-
fore, the total background dose received in
the Hanford environs during 1979 was approx-
imately 100 mrem per year, as it was during
1978.

COLUMBIA RIVER IMMERSION DOSE

Environmental dosimeters were submerged in
the Columbia River at the two locations la-
beled in Figure 15: at Coyote Rapids, and
at the Richland pumphouse. These dosimeters
were collected monthly. The results (shown
in Table 15) are similar to those obtained
in previous years and show that a swimmer
immersed in the Columbia River at Richland
would receive a radiation dose rate of ap-
proximately 0.004 mrad/hr. By comparison,
approxémate]y 0.008 mrad/hr would be received
on land.



COLUMBIA RIVER SHORELINE AND ISLANDS

TABLE 14. Environmental Radiation Dose
Measurements in the Hanford Vicinity

No. of
Samples

Dose Rate (mrad/yr)
Maximum  Minimum  Average

Location

Perimeter Stations

Rattlesnake Springs 13

ALE

Benton City
Yakima Barricade
Vernita Bridge
Wahtuke #2
Othello

Connell

Berg Ranch

12
13
13
13
13
13
12
13

Wahluke Watermaster 13

Cooke Bros.
Richland
Pasco

Byers Landing
Sagemoor
Pettett Farm
Fir Road

RRC CP #64
1100 Area

13
13
13
13
13
13
12
13
13

Mean +2 standard deviations

Distant Stations

Walla Walla
McNary
Moses Lake
Washtucna
Sunnyside

13
13
13
13
13

91
73
95
80
120
84
77

80
73
77
66
84

84
91
80
77

73
88
88
84
66

73
51
69
69
69
55
62
69
55
58
58
55
66
69
47
58

51

47
58
58
62
51

75+
78 +
58
77
74

~
~
P4 I+ [+ [+ b+ 1+ 1+ 1+ 1+ )+ [+ j+ 1+ |+ |+

14
11
12
15
8

25
15
9

11
14
10
9

7

11
10
21
16

68 + 12
63 + 14
70 + 19
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- o ® N e

4+ ]+ [+ 1+ 1+ i+
=[O

=]
3
o

14
17
14

Mean +2 standard deviations

DOSE RATE, mrad/day

Until late 1977, public access to the Han-
ford reach of the Columbia River between
Ringold and Vernita was prohibited. The
public now has free access to the river and
its islands but is prohibited from landing
on the shores of the Hanford reservation.
Analyses of sediment samples collected along
the Columbia River have shown the presence
of a few long-lived radionuciides, primarily
60co, attributable to the past operation
of production reactors cooled directly by
river water. A 1974 aerial radiation moni-
toring survey showed low-level deposition of

Co oyer much of the Hanford reach of the
river. Results of a 1978 aerial radi-
ation monitoring survey showed Oco deposi-
tion patterns aiong the river similar to
those of the previous survey but with re-
duced activity, accounted for by radicactive
decay. At the time of this report, documen-
tation of the 1978 aerial survey was in pre-
paration.

As a followup to the recent aerial sur-
vey, a systematic, detailed, ground-level
radiation survey of the Columbia River is-
lands and shorelines for nearly 60 miles
along and downstre?m f the Hanford Site was
performed in 1979. 15)  approximately 60%
of the exposed shoreline was surveyed with
emphasis on areas of higher °®YCo concentra-
tions as observed in the 1978 aerial survey.
The intent of the survey was to better
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FIGURE 14. Log Normal Probability Plot of Monthly Dose Measurements
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FIGURE 15. Thermoluminescent Dosi-
meter Locations for Columbia River
immersion and Sediment Measurements

characterize the radiological status of the
river shorelines and islands.

Contamination on the exposed island and
shoreline areas was found to be present in
three different distributions.

Low level contamination was observed over
much of the study area producing an average
exposure rate of 0.011 mR/hr; about
0.004 mR/hr above the background upstream of
the Hanford Site.

Ninety-two areas were found in which ex-
posure rates in the range of 0.025 to
0.045 mR/hr were observed. These areas
ranged in size from a few square meters to
several thousand square meters, and were
usually found in areas of dense vegetation.
Analyses of the sgil in these _areas showed a
mixture of 60Co, 137Cs, and 152Fy in
approximately equal proportions.

Discrete particles of contamination con-
taining 60Co were also observed along the
river, usually in flat, rocky areas with
little or no vegetation. The particles were
found to be minute metallic flakes, possibly
fragments of stillite valve and pump compo-
nents used in the production reactors. These
particles were found at depths of 0 to 13 cm
(5 in.) below the surface and contained from
2 to 25 uCi of 80co activity. The exist-
ence of the particles has been dZs ussed in
previous reports of this series. An
assessment of the potential radiological im-
pact of these particles is being performed
and will be discussed in a future report.

During the course of the survey, several
areas in the vicinity of the production reac-
tor sites were found where elevated radiation
levels were observed. These radiation levels
were attributed primarily to onsite sources
and, to a much smaller degree, to contami-
nated sediments on the shoreline. The maxi-
mum exposure rate (0.8 mR/hr) was found along
the 100-N area shore, 30 meters (100 ft) from
the water line.

Summarized in Table 16 are data from <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>