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PREFACE

Environmental monitoring at the Hanford Site is conducted by the Batteile Memorial Institute, Pacific
Northwest Division, as part of its contract to operate the Pacific Northwest Laboratory (PNL) for the U.S.
Department of Energy- The data collected provide a historical record of the levels of radionuclides and
radiation attributable to natural causes, worldwide faliout, and Hanford operations. Data are also collected
to monitor the status of chemical materials on the Site and in the Columbia River.

This report represents a single, comprehensive source of environmental monitoring data collected during
1986 by PNL's Environmental Monitoring Group in the offsite and onsite environments. Appendix A
contains data and data summaries for results obtained during 1986 that include statistical estimates of
variation. Information in Appendix A is intended for readers with a scientific interest or for those who wish
to evaluate results in a manner not included here.
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SUMMARY

Environmental monitoring activities performed
by the Pacific Northwest Laboratory for the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE) on the Hanford
Site for 1986 are discussed in this report.
Samples of environmental media were collected
to estimate radionuclide and chemical concen-
trations at locations in the geographical area
shown in the figure below. Coverage within the
monitored area was expanded in 1986 fo include
the communities of Prosser, Mattawa, Eltopia,
Kennewick, and Yakima. Results are discussed
in detail in subsequent sections of this report.

Surveillance of radioactivity in the Hanford
vicinity during 1986 indicated concentrations
well below applicable DOE and U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) standards

(Appendix C).  Radioactive materials released
from Hanford operations (Appendix G) were
generally dispersed to levels that were indis-
tinguishable above background in the offsite
environment. Chemical concentrations in air
were below applicable standards established by
the EPA and the State of Washington.
Chemicals detected in the ground water
beneath the Site can be attributed to both Site
operations and natural background levels.

Of environmental significance during 1986 was
the reactor accident at the Chernobyl Nuclear
Power Station in the U.S.S.R. that occurred on
April 26. Approximately 81 million curies of
radioactive materials were released to the atmos-
phere as a result of the accident, with fallout
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occurrln? primarily in areas in the U.S.S.R. and
Europe. a) By May 5, the first indication of the
Chemobyl plume in Washington State occurred
when radioiodine was detected in samples of
rainwater collected in Richland. Fission products
attributable to Chernobyl were occasionally
detected in air, milk, leafy vegetables, soil, and
native vegetation throughout the region during
the months following the accident. More detalil
on the impact of Chernobyl on the routine
environmental monitoring results during 1986
are summarized in the paragraphs and sections
that follow.

ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING
RESULTS

Air -- In 1986, the average Hanford Slte penm-
eter concentrations of 8 29, and
uranium were numerically greater than levels
measured at distant monitoring stations; how-
ever, the differences were not large enough to
be statistically significant (at the 5% sr nificance
level). Concentratrons of 103Ry, 106Ry, 131),
134Cs, and 137Cs increased at the perimeter in
1986 compared to 1985. These increases were
also observed at distant locations, indicating
they were the result of the Chernobyl plume.
Concentrations of 239.240py at the perimeter in
1986 showed a general decrease from 1985
following the installation of additional controls at
the PUREX Plant in late 1985. No perimeter
annual average radionuclide concentration
exceeded 0.17% of the applicable DOE Derived
Concentration Guide (DCG) (Appendix C). The
total dose as a result of air emissions is com-
pared to the Clean Air Act dose standards in the
section entitled “"Potential Radiological Dose
from 1986 Hanford Operations." Annual aver-
age nitrogen dioxide concentrations at all sam-
pling locations remained well below federal and
Washington State ambient air standards. (See
"Air Monitoring.")

Ground Water -- Although ground water at the
Hanford Site is not used as a public drinking
water supply, all concentrations were compared
to EPA drinking water standards (DWS) and DOE-
Derived Concentration Guides. The observed
impacts on ground water during 1986 were
generally similar to those in previous years.

(a) Eisenbud, M. 1987. Environmental Radio-
activity. 3rd ed. Academic Press, Inc., New
York.
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Tritium and nitrate are still the most widespread
constituents attributable to Site operations.
These two constituents continue to move slowly
with the general ground-water flow and
discharge to the Columbia River. (See "Surface
Water Monitoring.")

Radionuclides in ground water including tritium,
gross beta, 80Co, 106Ry, 1311 and 90Sr were
observed to be above the DWS in the immediate
vicinity of operatronal areas. Only tritium in the
200W Area and 1311 and 90Sr in the 100N Area
were observed to be above the DCG. Nitrate
concentrations exceeded the DWS at isolated
locations in the 100, 200, and 300 Areas and in
the 600 Area to the southwest of the old Han-
ford townsite. Chromium was measured above
the DWS at the 100H and 100D Areas.
Increased monitoring for nonradiological con-
stituents since 1985 provided new information
on chemicals in the ground water. One
chemical, carbon tetrachloride, was observed to
be above the DWS in two wells near the 200W
Area.

Surface Water - Very low levels of some radio-
nuclides continued to be detected in samples of
Columbia River water collected upstream of the
Site at Priest Rapids Dam and downstream of the
Site at the Richland Pumphouse during 1986.
As in past years, radionuclides consistently ob-
served in measurable quantities in the river water
were SH, 90gr, 129, 234y, 238y, and
239,240py Concentratrons of gr, 234y,
238, and 239240py were similar in water col-
lected from both locations. Tritium and 1291 con-
centrations were consistently higher in water col-
lected at the Richland Pumphouse than in water
from Priest Rapids Dam. lodine-131, 134Cs, and
137cs were occasionally identified at similar
levels in water collected from both locations,
apparently due to fallout associated with
Chernobyl. All of the radionuclides observed in
Columbia River water during 1986 exist in world-
wide fallout as well as in effluents from Hanford
facilities. Tritium and uranium are also naturally
occurring in the environment. Concentrations of
radionuclides identified in the river water during
1986 were very low and in all cases well below
concentration limits established for drinking
water by the EPA and the State of Washington.

Nonradiological water quality parameters
measured upstream and downstream of the Site
during 1986 were generally within Washington



State Water Quality Standards. Results
observed during 1986 were similar to those
reported during previous years and there was no
indication during the year of any deterioration of
the water quality along this stretch of the
Columbia River.

Four onsite ponds were routinely sampled for
radiological constituents during 1986. Concen-
trations of radionuclides observed during the
year in the water collected from these ponds
were similar to those observed during past years.
The concentration of some radionuclides was
higher than those in the Columbia River. (See
Surface Water Monitoring.")

Food and Farm Products -- Low levels of
radionuclides attriutable to worldwide faliout
were observed in most samples of foodstuffs
and farm products. In addition, low levels of 131)
from Chemobyl fallout were detected in milk
samples. Foodstuffs irrigated with water taken
from the Columbia River downstream of the Site
were sampled again in 1986 to determine if
elevated concentrations of radionuclides were
present. All resuits were similar to the low con-
centrations found in foodstuffs grown in other
adjacent sampling areas, indicating no meas-
urable impact as a result of Hanford operations.
(See "Food and Farm Product Monitoring.")

Wildlite - Samples of deer, rabbits, game birds,
ducks, and fish were collected where the poten-
tial for radionuclide uptake was considered most
likely, or at locations nearby where wildlife sam-
ples were available. No influence of Chernobyl
fallout was noted for samples of wildlife. How-
ever, samples of ducks, fish, and rabbits col-
lected on Site contained low levels of %0Sr and
137Cs attributable to Hanford operations. Other
radionuclide concentrations in wildife were
typical of levels attributable to worldwide fallout.
(See "Wildlife Monitoring.")

Soll and Vegetation - Low concentrations of
radionuclides were measured in onsite and off-
site samples of soil and vegetation during 1986.
Levels were similar for perimeter and distant
sampling locations. Evaluations of 1986 sample
results provided no indication of any discernible
increases in the concentrations of radionuclides
except for offsite vegetation samples collected
after the Chernobyl incident. Vegetation sam-
ples contaminated with Chernobyl fallout con-
tained 1311 and other radionuciides not usually
detected in vegetation. Results from special soil
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samples collected off site and downwind of Han-
ford did not indicate a buildup of radionuclides

attributable to Hanford operations. (See "Soil
and Vegetation Monitoring.”)
Penetrating Radiation -- Dose rates from

external penetrating radiation measured in the:
vicinity of local residential areas were similar to
those observed in previous years, and no con-
tribution from Hanford activities could be iden-
tified. Measurements made in the vicinity of on-
site operating areas and along the Hanford reach
of the Columbia River continued to indicate
several locations where dose rates were some-
what higher than those attributable to back-
ground sources but still well below applicable
DOE radiation protection standards. (See "Pene-
trating Radiation Monitoring.")

POTENTIAL RADIATION DOSES FROM
1986 HANFORD OPERATIONS

Measured external radiation exposure and
calculated radiation doses to the public from
1986 Hanford operations were well below
applicable regulatory limits. The calculated effec-
tive dose potentially received by a maximally
exposed individual (i.e., the individual who
receives the maximum calculated radiation dose
using maximum assumptions for all routes of
exposure) was about 0.09 mrem for 1986. This
is essentially the same as the dose of 0.1 mrem
estimated for 1985. The collective effective
dose to the population residing within 80 km of
the Site was 9 man-rem, the same value
estimated for 1985. These doses are much less
than the doses received from common sources
of radiation, such as natural background
radiation. They are also much less than the
recently recommended DOE radiation protection
standards for protection of the public, which are
an average of 100 mremv/yr for prolonged expo-
sure and 500 mrem/yr for occasional annual
exposure to a maximally exposed individual.
(See "Potential Radiological Doses from 1986
Hanford Operations.")

QUALITY ASSURANCE

Comprehensive  quality  assurance (QA)
programs were maintained to ensure that the
data collected were representative of actual
concentrations in the environment. These
programs covered surface and ground-water
monitoring. Standard quality assurance/quality
control techniques were used during the sample



collection, laboratory analysis, data manage-
ment, and dose calculation activities. Quality
control (QC) samples were regularly submitted to
the laboratories to check their performance.
Laboratories also participated in interlaboratory

viii

cross-check programs for evaluation of their per-
formance against standard reference samples.
The QA/QC evaluations determined that the
quality of the monitoring data was good. (See
"Quality Assurance.")
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

A variety of nuclear and nonnuclear activities have been conducted at the Hanford Site
since 1943. The most environmentally significant activities were the production of
nuclear materials for national defense and the associated chemical processing and
management of waste products. The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) conducts efflu-
ent control, effluent monitoring, and environmental monitoring at the Hanford Site
through contractor organizations. Results are reported to regulatory agencies and the
public to demonstrate compliance with applicable rules and regulations. An environ-
mental monitoring program has been conducted at the Hanford Site for the past 43
years. Environmental monitoring has been conducted since 1965 by the Pacific North-
west Laboratory (PNL), which Is operated for the DOE by the Battelle Memorial
Institute.

Environmental monitoring activities provide for

the measurement, interpretation, and evaluation Beginning in 1985, these three reports were
of samples and other types of measurements to combined into one report that summarizes the
assess current onsite and offsite environmental data collected each calendar year. This report
impact, to determiné compliance with pertinent includes  information on  all samples and
regulations, and to evaluate the near-term measurements made in the offsite and onsite
adequacy of onsite waste management prac- environment. A brief description of the Hanford
tices. Results are not intended to characterize Site and ongoing operations, the nature of
the Hanford environs for long-term waste environmental monitoring activities, and the
disposal. The PNL monitoring program does not results and interpretation of environmental
include effluent or environmental monitoring monitoring data for 1986 are included. The
within the production or processing areas opera- radiological impact of Hanford operations was
ted through other contractor organizations. assessed by calculating the potential radiation
Radionuclide monitoring data are aimed at dose to people living in the vicinity of the
assessing the radiation exposures from current Hanford Site.
effluent releases in terms of potential radiation
dose and at determining compliance with state This repornt emphasizes the radiological status of
and federal regulations. pathways of potential the Hanford environment and vicinity. Chemical
environmental impact are evaluated, with concentrations in air and ground water are also
emphasis onthe most important pathways. discussed. In general, the data were compared
to both background or control measurements
Since 1946, the environmental monitoring re- taken at distant locations during 1986 and to
sults have been recorded in quarterly reports, data obtained during the past 5 years. The
and since 1958, the results have been made Potential Radiological Doses from 1986 Han-
publicly available as annual reports. (Ground- ford Operations” section discusses an assess-
water monitoring reports began in 1956.) ment of radiological doses from the Hanford Site.
Results in recent years have been published as Potential doses are calculated for a hypothetical
separate reports under the titles: maximally exposed individual and for the local
population. The dose rates at publicly accessi-
« Environmental surveillance at Hanford for CY ble areas are aiso discussed.

(monitoring results for the offsite environs)
Radionuclide data are expressed in terms of

. n nford Si curies, microcuries, picocuries, Or attocuries.
CY_(monitoring results for the onsite environs) The curie (Ci) is the fundamental unit used 10

express radioactivity and defines the amount of a

wm_mmm_me_mmmﬁm substance present based on its rate of
(monitoring results for the onsite subsurface radioactive disintegration. A microcurie (uCi) is

environs). one millionth (10°6) of a curie. A picocurie (pCi)

11



is one millionth-millionth (10-12) of a curie. An
attocurie (aCi) is one millionth-millionth-millionth
(1018) of a curie. Environmental monitoring
results are often very small numbers that are best
expressed as picocuries or attocuries. Metric
units are used throughout the report. As an
additional aid in expressing small and variable
environmental results, data are graphed using
either linear or logarithmic (compressed) scales.
The radionuclides and corresponding symbols
commonly used in this report are listed in
Table 1.1. A more complete account of
radionuclides addressed by environmental
monitoring may be found in Tables G.1 and G.3,
Appendix G. Gross alpha and gross beta results
are from screening-type analyses that measure
all alpha or beta radiation in the sample, without
specifying the radionuclide present.

TABLE 1.1. Radionuclide Nomenclature

— Badionuclide ~ __Symbol

Carbon-14 ¢
Cesium-137 137¢s
Cobalt-680 60co
lodine-129 129
Krypton-85 85Ky
Plutonium-238 238py,

Plutonium-239,240 238,240p,
Ruthenium-106 106y,
Strontium-90 gy
Technetium-99 9B1e

Tritium 3y

Uranium (total) U or uranium

Chemicals and the corresponding symbols used
in this report are listed in Table 1.2. Chemical
data are expressed as micrograms per liter (ug/L)
or, occasionally, miligrams per liter (mg/L).
Because concentrations of chemicals in environ-

1.2

TABLE 1.2. Chemical Constituent Nomendlature

j Symbol
Aluminum Al
Ammonium NHS‘;L
Arsenic As
Barium Ba
Beryllium Be
Bicarbonate HCOg
Boron B
Cadmium Cd
Calcium Ca
Carbonate COg
Chloride Cl
Chromium (species) crb+
Chromium (total) Cr
Copper Cu
Fluoride F
Lead Pb
Magnesium Mg
Manganese Mn
Mercury Hg
Nickel Ni
Nitrate NO3
Phosphate POy4
Potassium K
Silver Ag
Sodium Na
Sulfate S04
Vanadium \'

mental media are often very small numbers, they
are best expressed in these units.

Environmental monitoring data for 1986 are
listed in Appendix A, and a glossary and list of
acronyms and abbreviations are presented in
Appendix B. Applicable standards and special
permits are presented in Appendix C. Sample
analysis procedures are described in Appendix
D, and data analysis methods are summarized in
Appendix E. Dose calculation methods used in
the calculations for 1986 are given in Appen-
dix F. Appendix G contains effluent data as
reported by the contractors.



2.0. BACKGROUND INFORMATION
21. DESCRIPTION OF THE HANFORD SITE

K. R. Price, P. J. Mitchell, and M. D. Freshley

The U.S. Department of Energy's Hanford Site is located in a rural region of south-
eastern Washington and occupies an area of 1,500 km2 The Site (shown In Fig-
ure 2.1) lies about 320 km northeast of Portland, Oregon, 270 km southeast of
Seattle, Washington, and 200 km southwest of Spokane, Washington. The Columbia
River flows through the northern edge of the Hanford Site and forms part of the
eastern boundary. The southern boundary of the Site includes the Rattleshake Hills,
which exceed 1000m in elevation. Both confined and unconfined aquifers are
present beneath the Site. The maln geologic units are the Columbia River Basalt
Group, the Ringold Formation, and a serles of glaclofiuvial sediments. The Hanford
Project was established In 1943 and was originally designed, built, and operated to
produce plutonium for nuclear weapons.

SURFACE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE varies from approximately 300 m to about 1000
SITE m. The flow through this stretch of the river is
relatively swift, with numerous bends and several
The semiarid land on which the Hanford Site is islands present throughout the reach.
located has a sparse covering of desert shrubs s ]
and drought-resistant grasses. The most The flow rate of 'the Coiumbla Blver in thls region
broadly distributed type of vegetation on the is regulated primarily by Priest Rapids Dam.
Site is the sagebrush/cheatgrass/bluegrass com- Hanford reach flows fluctuate significantly
munity. Most abundant of the mammals is the because of_ the relatlyely small storage capacity
Great Basin pocket mouse. Of the big-game ani- and operatlongl.practlces of the nearby upstream
mals, the mule deer is the most abundant, while dams. A minimum flow rate of 1,000 cubic
ihe cottontail rabbit is the most abundant of the meters per second (m®/s) [36,000 cubic feet per
small-game animals. Coyotes are also abundant. second (cfs)] has been established at Priest
The bald eagle is a regular winter visitor to the R%plds. Typical daily flows range from 1,000
relatively large areas of uninhabited land com- m3/s (36,000 cfs) to 7,000 m¥s (250,000 cfs)
prising the Hanford Site. wu(t;h peak spring runoff flows of up to 12,600
md/s (450,000 cfs) being recorded.  Typical
The Columbia River, which originates in the annual avaerage flows at Priest Rapids Dam are
mountains of eastern British Columbia, Canada, 3100 mds (110,000 cfs) to 3,400 md/s
flows through the northern edge of the Hanford (120,000 cfs). Monthly mean flows typically peak
Site and forms part of the Hanford Site's eastern from April through June and are at the lowest
boundary. The river drains a total area of levels from September through Oclober.
approximately 70,800 km?2 enroute to the Pacific _
Ocean. The flow of the Columbia River is The temperature of the Columbia River varies
requlated by 11 dams within the United States, 7 seasonally. ~Minimum temperalures are ob-
upstream and 4 downstream of the Site. Priest served during January and February while maxt
Rapids Dam is the nearest impoundment up- mum temperatures typically occur during August
stream of the Site, and McNary Dam is the apd September. Monthly temperatures for the
nearest dam downstream. (The Hanford reach of river range ore ariorovirataly 3°C to about 20°C
the Columbia River extends from Priest Rapids during the .o o @ year. Water storage
Dam to the head of Lake Wallula, which is management practices at upstream dams and
created by McNary Dam.) This is the only stretch the flow rate of the river dictate,to a large extent,
of the Columbia River within the U.S. that is not the thermal characteristics of the Columbia River
impounded by a dam. The width of the river along the Hanford reach.
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FIGURE 2.1. DOE'’s Hanford Site
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The Columbia River system has been developed
extensively for hydroelectric power, flood con-
trol, navigation, irrigation, and municipal and
industrial water supplies. In addition, the Han-
ford reach is used for a variety of recreational
activities including fishing, hunting, boating,
water skiing, and swimming. The State of
Washington has classified the stretch of the
Columbia River from the Washington-Oregon
border to Grand Coulee Dam (which includes the
Hanford reach) as Class A and established water
quality criteria and water use guidelines for this
class designation. Because these criteria do not
include specific limits for radionuclides, Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) and State of
Washington drinking water limits were used for
comparison. Other surface water on the Site
consists of West Lake (a small, natural pond)
and a number of ditches and artificial ponds
created for routine disposal of waste water.

Hanford's climate is dry and mild; the area
receives approximately 16 cm of precipitation
annually. About 40% of the total precipitation
occurs during November, December, and Janu-
ary; only 10% falls in July, August, and Septem-
ber. Approximately 45% of all precipitation from
December through February is snow. The aver-
age minimum and maximum temperatures in July
are 16°C and 32°C. For January, the average
temperatures are 3°C and -6°C.

Monthly average wind speeds range from about
10 knvh in the summer to 14 km/h in the winter.
The prevailing regional winds are from the
northwest, with occasional cold-air drainage into
valleys and occurrences of strong crosswinds.
The region is a typical desert area with frequent
strong inversions that occur at night and break
during the day, resulting in unstable and
turbulent wind conditions.

Land near the Hanford Site is primarily used for
agriculture and for livestock grazing. Agricultural
lands are found north and east of the Columbia
River and south of the Yakima River. These
areas contain orchards, vineyards, and fields of
alfalfa, wheat, and vegetables. The Hanford Site
north of the Columbia River is shared between a
state wildlife management area and a federal
wildlife refuge. The northeast slope of the Rattle-
snake Hills along the southwestern boundary of
the Site is designated as the Arid Lands Ecology
Reserve (ALE) and is used for ecological
research by DOE.
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The major population center nearest to the Han-
ford Site is the Tri-Cities area (Richland, Pasco,
and Kennewick), which is situated on the Colum-
bia River downstream from the Site and has a
population of approximately 90,000. Approxi-
mately 340,000 people live within an 80-km
radius of the Hanford Site. This number includes
people living in the Tri-Cities, the Yakima area,
several small communities, and the surrounding
agricultural area. More detail on Site charac-
teristics and activities is available in "The Final
Environmental Statement, Waste Management
Operations, Hanford Reservation” (ERDA 1975).

SUBSURFACE CHARACTERISTICS OF
THE SITE

The DOE operations on the Site have resulted in
the production of large volumes of waste water
that have historically been discharged to the
ground through cribs, ditches, and ponds.
These discharges greatly influence the physics
and chemistry of the subsurface. Approximately
25 billion liters of liquid effluent in the 200 Areas
and 2.6 billion liters of liquid effluent in the
100N Area were disposed t0 the ground during
1986, including process cooling water and water
containing low-level radioactive wastes. The dis-
charge of waste water to the ground at the
Hanford Site began in the mid-forties and
reached a peak in 1955. After 1955, discharge
to cribs declined because of improved treatment
of waste streams and the deactivation of various
facilities (Graham et al. 1981). Since the restart
of the Plutonium and Uranium Extraction
(PUREX) Plant and related facilities in late 1983,
discharge of PUREX-related effluents has
resumed.

Subsurface structures, such as cribs, have
primarily been used for the disposal of water
containing radioactive wastes, while surface
ponds and ditches have primarily been used for
the disposal of uncontaminated cooling water
(Graham et al. 1981). Sanitary wastes are
discharged to the ground via tile fields. The
maijority of liquid disposal occurred in the Separa-
tions Area, which includes the 200-East (200E)
and 200-West (200W) Areas (Figure 2.1).
Smaller amounts of waste water were disposed
in the 100 and 300 Areas. Discharges of waste
water to the ground in the 400 Area were
minimal.



Geologic and hydrologic properties of the sub-
surface, including stratigraphy and physical and
chemical properties of the host rock, influence
the movement of the liquid effluents. The
geology and hydrology beneath the Site and the
physical nature of liquid effluent movement are
described in more detail in the following
sections.

Geology

The main geologic units beneath the Hanford
Site include, in ascending order, the Columbia
River Basalt Group, the Ringold Formation, and a
series of glaciofluvial sediments informally known
as the Hanford formation. A generalized geo-
logic cross section of the Site is shown in Figure
2.2

The Columbia River Basalt Group is a thick series
of basalt flows. The basalts have been warped
and folded, producing anticlines that, in some
places, crop out at the land surface. The Ringold
Formation overlies the basalts except in some
localized areas. This formation consists of fluvial
and lacustrine sediments and is separated into
four lithologic units: basal, lower, middle, and
upper. The basal and middle units consist
mostly of semiconsolidated gravels and sands,
whereas the lower and upper units consist
mainly of bedded silts and sands. Beneath the
200-West Area, sediments of the upper Ringold
Formation have been reworked by the wind and
deposited as a silt layer called the Palouse soil.
The Hanford formation rests atop the Ringold
Formation or Palouse soil. The Hanford forma-
tion also rests atop basalts in places where
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the Ringold formation has been removed.
These sediments were deposited by the an-
cestral Columbia River when it was swollen by gla-
cial mettwater. The glaciofiuvial sediments con-
sist primarily of gravels and sands, with some
silts (Newcomb, Strand and Frank 1972).

Hydrology

Both confined and unconfined aquifers are
present beneath the Hanford Site. The confined
aquifers, in which the ground water is under pres-
sure greater than that of the atmosphere, aré
found primarily within the Columbia River basalts.
In general, the unconfined or water-table aquifer
is located in the Ringold Formation and glacio-
fluvial sediments, as well as some moré recent
alluvial sediments in areas adjacenttothe Colum-
bia River (Gephart et al. 1979). This relatively
shallow aquifer has been affected by waste-
water disposal at Hanford more than the
confined aquifers (Graham et al. 1981). There-
fore, the unconfined aquifer is the most
thoroughly monitored aquifer beneath the Site.

The unconfined aquifer is bounded below by
either the basalt surface or, in places, the rela-
tively impervious clays and silts of the lower unit
of the Ringold Formation. Laterally, the uncon-
fined aquifer is pounded by the anticlinal basalt
ridges that ring the basin and by the Yakima and
Columbia rivers. The basalt ridges above the
water table have a low permeability and act as a
barrier to lateral flow of the ground water
(Gephart et al. 1979). The saturated thickness of
the unconfined aquifer is greater than 61 m in
some areas of the Hanford Site and pinches out
along the flanks of the basalt anticlines. The
depth from the ground surface 1o the water table
ranges from less than 0.3 m near the Columbia
River to over 106 m in the center of the Site.
The elevation of the water table above mean sea
level for June of 1986 1S shown in Figure 2.3.

Recharge to the unconfined aquifer originates
from several sources (Graham et al. 1981). Natu-
ral recharge occurs from precipitation at higher
elevations and runoft from ephemeral streams to
the west, such as Cold Creek and Dry Creek.
The Yakima River recharges the unconfined
aquifer as it flows along the southwest boundary
of the Hanford Site. The Columbia River re-
charges the unconfined aquifer during high
stages when river water is transferred to the
aquifer along the river bank. The unconfined
aquifer receives little, if any, recharge from pre-
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cipitation directly on the Hanford Site because of
a high rate of evapotranspiration under native
soil and vegetation conditions. However, pre-
sent studies, such as those described by Heller,
Gee, and Meyers (1985), suggest that precipita-
tion may contribute more recharge to the ground
water than was originally thought.

Large scale artificial recharge occurs from offsite
agricultural irrigation and liquid-waste disposal in
the operating areas at Hanford. Recharge from
irrigation in the Cold Creek Valley enters the
Hanford Site as ground-water flow across the
western boundary. Artificial recharge fromwaste-
water disposal at Hanford occurs principally in the
Separations Area. It was estimated that re-
charge to the ground water from facilities in the
Separations Area (including B Pond and Gable
Mountain Pond, as well as the various cribs and
trenches in the 200W and 200E Areas) adds ten
times as great an annual volume of water to the
unconfined aquifer as is contributed by natural
inflow to the area from precipitation and irrigation
waters to the west (Grahameet al. 1981).

The operational discharge of water has created
ground-water mounds near each of the major
waste-water disposal facilities in the Separations
Area and in the 100 and 300 Areas (Figure 2.3).
These mounds have altered the local flow
pattern in the aquifer, which is generally from the
recharge areas in the westto the discharge areas
(primarily the Columbia River) inthe east. Water
levels in the unconfined aquiter have changed
continuously during Site operations because of
variations in the volume of waste water
discharged. Consequently, the movement of
ground water and its associated constituents has
also changed with time.

In addition to the Separations Area, ground-
water mounding also occurs in the 100 and
300 Areas. Ground-water mounding in these
areas is not as significant as in the Separations
Area because of differences in discharge vol-
umes and subsurface geology. However, in the
100 and 300 Areas, water levels are also greatly
influenced by river stage.

Liquid Effluent Movement

If significant quantities of liquid effluents are
discharged to the ground at the Hanford Site
waste disposal facilities, then these effluents
would percolate downward through the
unsaturated zone to  the water table. As
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effluents move through the unsaturated zone,
adsorption onto soil particles, chemical precipita-
tion, and ion exchange delays the movement of
some uncomplexed radionuclides, such as
gy, 137Cs, and 239:240Pu. Other ions, such
as nitrate (NOg), and radionuclides, such as 3H,
129 and 39Tc, are not retained by the soil as
readily. These constituents move through the
soil column at varying rates and eventually enter
the ground water. Subsequently, the nonattenu-
ated constituents move downgradient in the
same direction as and at a rate nearly or often
equal to the flow of ground water. As the con-
stituents move with the ground water, radio-
nuclide concentrations aré reduced by spread-
ing (dispersion) and radioactive decay .

MAJOR ACTIVITIES

Previously, the Hanford Site housed and ope-
rated up to nine production reactors, including
eight with once-through cooling by treated river
water. Between December 1964 and January
1971, all eight reactors with once-through cool-
ing were deactivated. The N Reactor, which is
the production reactor remaining in operation,
has a closed primary cooling loop.

Four major DOE operating areas exist at the
Hanford Site [i.e., 100, 200, 300, and 400 Areas
(Figure 2.1)]. The 100 Areas include facilities for
the N Reactor and the eight deactivated pro-
duction reactors along the Columbia River. The
reactor fuel reprocessing plant (PUREX), Plu-
tonium Finishing Plant (Z Plant), and waste-
management facilities are on a plateau about
11.3 km from the river, in the 200 Areas. The
300 Area, just north of the city of Richland,
contains the reactor fuel manufacturing facilities
and research and development laboratories.
The Fast Flux Test Facility (FFTF) is located in
the 400 Area, approximately 8.8 km northwest of
the 300 Area.

Privately owned facilities located within the Han-
ford Site boundaries include the Washington
Public Power Supply System (Supply System)
Hanford generating station adjacent to N Reac-
tor, the Supply System power reactor and office
buildings, and a low-level radioactive-waste burial
site operated by U.S. Ecology. The Advanced
Nuclear Fuel Corp. (formerly Exxon) fuel fabrica-
tion facility is immediately adjacent to the Hanford
Site.
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Principal DOE operating contractors at Hanford
during 1986 included the following:

Rockwell Hanford Operations (Rockwell) - re-
sponsible for fuel reprocessing, waste manage-
ment, and Site support services, such as plant
security, fire protection, central stores, and
electrical power distribution.

Battelle Memorial Institute (BMI) -- responsible for
operating PNL for DOE. Pacific Northwest Lab-
oratory activities include research and develop-
ment in the physical, life, and environmental
sciences; chemistry; and advanced methods of
nuclear waste management. Pacific Northwest
Laboratory is also responsible for environmental
monitoring at the Site.

UNC Nuclear Industries (UNC) -- responsible for
fabricating N Reactor fuel, operating the
N Reactor, and decommissioning formerly used
DOE facilities, including deactivated production
reactors.

Westinghouse Hanford Company (WHC)--
responsible for operating the Hanford Engineer-
ing Development Laboratory (HEDL), including
advanced reactor developments and the FFTF
test reactor.

Hanford Environmental Health Foundation
(HEHF) -- responsible for occupational medicine
and environmental health support services.

Operational Highlights

Highlights of operational activities at Hanford
during 1986 were

« The N Reactor operated for 182 days, during
which time it supplied steam used by the
Supply System to generate 860 megawatts of
electrical power. Since its startup, the N Reac-
tor has supplied steam for the production of
over 65 billion kilowatt-hours of electrical
power, which has been supplied to the
Bonneville Power Administration grid covering
the Pacific Northwest.

« The PUREX Plant fuel reprocessing facility
located in the 200E Area completed a third
year of operation since restart of operations in
1983. The uranium oxide plant (UOg Plant)
operated as needed through 1986. The
Plutonium Reclamation Facility at Z Plant oper-
ated throughout the year as well.



» The FFTF operated successfully during 1986
and achieved a 98% operational efficiency
factor for the year. The test reactor was also
used to produce radioactive elements for
medical and commercial purposes.

Several 100-Area retired facilities underwent
various stages of decommissioning. The 1608-
Lift Stations at 100-D, -F, and -H Areas and the
183-B Water Treatment Facility were prepared
for demolition. The 107-H Retention Basin
underwent interim stabilization. The 117-D
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Filter Building and the 115-D/DR Gas Recircula-
tion Facility both underwent final decom-
missioning. After demolition, the sites were
backfilled and restored to the natural contour
of the land.

Work at Hanford during 1986 also included Han-
ford National Environmental Research Park
(NERP) studies, ALE studies, and Basalt Waste
Isolation Project (BWIP) activities, and continued
operation of a variety of national research and
laboratory facilities.



2.2 ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING

K. R. Price

All DOE sites are required to conduct environmental monitoring and to report results
onh an annual basis, according to DOE Order 5484.1. The policy of DOE is to operate
facilities such that radiation doses to members of the public are maintained as low as
reasonably achievable (ALARA) consistent with technology and associated cost and
applicable dose standards. A primary purpose of environmental monitoring is to esti-
mate and assess radiation doses to individuals and groups of individuals (a population)
that have a potential for being exposed to radioactive materials and radiation in the
environment from present and past operations of Hanford facilities. The risk to people
is evaluated by comparing calculated potential doses received from Hanford sources to
established standards and to doses received from natural background and failout radia-
tion. Another purpose of environmental monitoring is to determine concentrations
and to assess potential impacts of nonradiological materials in the Hanford environ-
ment. A third purpose is to detect and assess any increasing trends in environmental
radiation dose rates and In radioactive and nonradioactive material concentrations
found In various Kkinds of environmental samples that may result from Hanford opera-
tions. The final purpose is to inform the public as well as federal, state, and local
regulatory agencies of changes in the radiological and nonradiological status of the
environment.

SCOPE . monitoring to determine potential buildup
of long-lived radionuclides in uncontrolled
The scope of environmental monitoring activities areas (off the Site)
encompasses all potential effluents, including
chemical and radioactive materials. Activities are . providing reassurance to the regulatory
selected to be responsive 10 both routine and agencies and the public that the DOE moni-
potential releases of effluents according to the toring program is capable of adequately
severity of possible impact on the environment assessing operational impacts and identify-
or public health. Activities also provide a feed- ing noteworthy changes in the radiological
back system to evaluate the adequacy and effec- and nonradiological status of the environ-
tiveness of containment and effluent control sys- ment.
tems. The DOE and the appropriate facility
manager are notified if off-standard conditions or CRITERIA
adverse trends are detected in the environment
near operating areas. The criteria for environmental monitoring are de-
rived from requirements set forth in applicable
OBJECTIVES federal, state, and local requlations, and recom-
mendations are given in the monitoring guide
The objectives of the program include the published for use at DOE sites (Corley et al.
following: 1981). These criteria have been applied
through the identification of critical radionu-
.  assessing environmental impacts to the off- clides, exposure pathways, and exposure rates.
site public during 1086 from Hanford Site Experience gained from environmental monitor-
operations ing activities conducted at the Hanford Site for
over 40 years has also provided significant sup-
» verifying that in-plant controls for the con- port for program planning and data evaluation.
tainment of radioactive and nonradioactive
materials within controlied areas (on the The primary pathways available for the move-
Site) are adequate ment of radioactive materials and chemicals from
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Hanford operations to the public are the
atmosphere, surface water, and ground water.
Figure 2.4 illustrates these potential routes and
the subsequent network of possible exposure
pathways to man. The significance of each
pathway is determined from data and models that
estimate the amount of radioactive material
potentially available to be transported along the
pathway and its resultant radiation dose. To
ensure that radiological analyses of samples are
sufficiently sensitive, minimum detectable
concentrations of critical radionuclides in air,
water, and food were established and appear in
Table D.1, AppendixD. The minimum
detectable concentrations for other types of
samples are also listed in the table.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
STANDARDS AND PERMITS

Operations at the Hanford Site are controlled to
conform to a variety of federal and state stan-
dards and permits. Radiological releases are
regulated by DOE orders pursuant to the Atomic
Energy Act and the Clean Air Act. Nonradio-
logical releases at the Site are subject to the
same state and federal laws and regulations as
any civilian facility.

Environmental radiation protection standards are
published in DOE Order 5480.1A "Environmen-
tal Protection, Safety, and Health Protection Pro-
gram of DOE Operations” (USDOE 1981a). In
1985, DOE issued a revision to this order that
incorporates a system for evaluating and con-
trolling radiation exposures to members of the
public in uncontrolled areas. The revision is
based on recommendations of the International
Commission on Radiation Protection (ICRP
1977; 1979-1982). These revisions are con-
tained in a DOE directive, "Radiation Standards
for Protection of the Public in the Vicinity of DOE
Facilities," Revision 1, September 3, 1985. (See
Table C.3, Appendix C.) The standards flimit
exposure to members of the public to 100 mrem
per year for prolonged periods of exposure, and
to 500 mrem per year for maximum occasional
exposure (not to exceed 5 consecutive years).
These standards also limit whole-body dose to
25 mrem per year for air pathways, in compliance
with 40 CFR 61, Subpart H. Dose calculations
reflecting the revised standards are now calcu-
lated using 50-year Committed Dose Equivalent
Factors and Effective Dose Equivalent Factors.
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The radionuclide concentration guides for air
and water in DOE Order 5480.1A are no longer
current. Instead, DOE has prepared draft tables
of Derived Concentration Guides (DCG) that are
similar in form to the tables in DOE Order
5480.1A but reflect the new standard.

As stated in DOE Order 5480.1A , DOE is re-
quired to cooperate with the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA), state, interstate, and local
agencies in the prevention, control, and abate-
ment of environmental pollution. Hence, both
radiological and chemical monitoring of the
ground water are performed at the Hanford Site.

Water quality standards for the Columbia River
are implemented by the Washington State De-
partment of Ecology (WDOE 1982). Of impor-
tance to Hanford operations is the designation of
the Hanford reach of the Columbia River as Class
A Excellent. This designation requires that the
water be usable for substantially all needs, includ-
ing raw drinking water, recreation, and wildiife.
Class A water standards are summarized in
Appendix C. The Clean Water Act requires the
issuance of permits for liquid discharges to the
Columbia River under the National Pollutant Dis-
charge Elimination System (NPDES). Eight Han-
ford discharge points were covered under an
NPDES permit issued to DOE by the EPA. This
permit authorizes the release of nonradiological
liquid discharges to the river and requires sam-
pling, monitoring, and reporting each discharge.

Applicable ambient air quality standards are en-
forced by the Benton-Franklin-Walla Walla Coun-
ties Air Pollution Control Authority. Standards
for nitrogen dioxide in air are also given in Appen-
dix C. The Clean Air Act of 1977 requires facili-
ties emitting pollutants that may affect air quality
to have Prevention of Significant Deterioration
(PSD) permits. A PSD permit was issued to DOE-
RL by EPA in 1980 and legally limits the amount
of oxides of nitrogen released annually from the
PUREX Piant and the UOg Plant.

The release of chemical wastes to the environ-
ment is restricted by limits described in the Re-
source Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA).
Chemical waste activities on the Hanford Site are
regulated jointly by EPA and WDOE. Waste
regulations require facilities that treat, store, or
dispose of chemical wastes to have permits. Fa-
cilities that are known to have received chemical
wastes but do not intend to continue operations
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must submit closure and post-closure permit
applications. The DOE has submitted the appro-
priate permit applications for several active and
inactive facilities seeking closure.

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Environmental monitoring provides for the mea-
surement and interpretation of the impact of Han-
ford operations on the public and on both the
onsite and the offsite environment. The concen-
trations of measured radioactive materials are
compared to applicable standards, concentration
guides, and natural levels of radiation and radio-
active materials (including worldwide fallout).
The program is designed to examine all signifi-
cant exposure pathways, including direct radia-
tion exposure from operating facilities. Radiologi-
calimpacts are expressed in terms of radiation ex-
posures. Numerous samples were collected and
analyzed according to a published schedule.

In response to increasing DOE, regulatory
agency, and public interest in chemicals, a new
project was initiated in 1985 to assess the poten-
tial environmental impacts from the release of
chemicals from operations at the Hanford Site.
Monitoring of selected chemicals has been con-
ducted since 1985 in conjunction with ground-
water monitoring. Ground-water sampling for
chemicals was expanded in 1986 to identify loca-
tions on the Site that needed further study.

Table 2.1 summarizes the geographic distribu-
tion of sample types and measurement loca-
tions. Schedules, records, and data were main-
tained in a computer system. Unscheduled work
also was conducted in response to specific
needs (see "Public Information Activities,” in this
section).

Laboratory analyses of samples for radioactivity
and chemicals were conducted by U.S. Testing
Company, Inc. (UST), Richland, Washington.
Analyses of environmental dosimeters for pene-
trating radiation were performed by PNL.
Ground-water sample analyses were performed
by PNL's analytical laboratories and HEHF.
Water quality measurements, temperature, and
flow rates for the Columbia River were taken by
U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). Quality assur-
ance (QA) was an integral part of the program.
Details on sampling, analysis, measurement,
dose assessments, and QA are discussed in the
sections that follow.
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TABLE 2.1.  Geographic Distribution of Environmental
Sample Types and Measurement
Locations
Sample Locations
3 8
E % =
2 o ] g £
k| % E ¢ 4
Sample Types 2 0 & 8 &
Air 50 21 14 9 6
Ground Water 362 362 -
Columbla River 3 - 2 1
Irfigation Water 1 1
Drinking Water 8 8 -
Ponds 4 -
Foodstuffs 8 - 5 1 2
Wildlite 10 9 1 - -
Soil & Vegetation 38 16 13 3 6
Dose Rate 91 3 45 9 6
Waste Site Surveys 72 72
Railroad/Roadway Surveys 16 16
Shoreline Survey 14 - 14

RELATED PROGRAMS, SPECIAL
STUDIES, AND REPORTS

There are a number of other programs and spe-
cial studies related to sitewide environmental
monitoring.

Operating Areas Monitoring

Each of the major contractors (i.e., UNC, Rock-
well, WHC, and PNL) measure and record the
amounts of liquids, gases, and solids and the
concentrations of radioactivity and hazardous
substances contained in the effluents they re-
lease to the environment. Effluent releases re-
ported by the operating contractors are summar-
ized in Appendix G. Operating contractors take
environmental measurements near their facilities
to audit the control of environmental releases
and the general conditions of the local environ-
ment around their operations. These measure-
ments supplement the extensive onsite and
offsite monitoring done by PNL for DOE. Annual
environmental reports are published by UNC and
Rockwell.

Drinking-Water Monitoring

Drinking water was supplied to DOE-operated
facilities on the Hanford Site during 1986 by



nineteen separate systems. Fourteen of the
systems used Columbia River water as a raw
water source, four systems used ground water,
and one system (Richland municipal) used a
combination of the two. Monitoring of the drink-
ing water on the Hanford Site was a joint effort
between HEHF and PNL, with HEHF specializing
in the areas of chemical and microbiological
quality and PNL focusing on radiological quality.
The primary purpose for the surveillance of
Hanford Site drinking water was to ensure that
the quality of the water complied with federal and
state drinking-water standards. The results of
the drinking-water surveillance program are
reported annually by HEHF with contributions
from PNL (Somers 1987).

Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act Monitoring

Established by the U.S. Congress in 1976,
RCRA is a comprehensive program to regulate
and monitor the movement of hazardous wastes
from generation to final disposal. One aspect of
RCRA involves ground-water monitoring at
waste facilities. Ground-water monitoring pro-
grams designed to comply with RCRA were initi-
ated at the 183H Solar Evaporation Basins and
the 300-Area Process T renches in the 100H and
300 Areas, respectively (Figure 2.1).  During
1986, a similar program began at the Nonradio-
active Dangerous Wasté Landfill, 3 miles south-
east of the 200E Area (Figure 2.1). Monitoring
activities are described in USDOE (1887).

Nonradiological Air Monitoring

Nonradiological pollutants in atmospheric re-
leases from chemical-processing plants and
fossil-fueled steam plants at Hanford consisted
primarily of the oxides of nitrogen (NOy). The
Hanford Environmental Health Foundation
operated a nine-station network to sample
ambient air nitrogen dioxide (NOy) in 1986. Total
" suspended particulate monitoring was initiated at
the BWIP exploratory shaft site during 1986.
Those results are summarized in the "Air Quality
. Monitoring" section.

Wildiife Census

The purpose of the wildlife census was to deter-
mine the population status of a few key wildlife
and fish species that inhabit the Hanford Site.
Information on changing populations of spawn-
ing chinook salmon and nesting Canada geese
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has been obtained for 32 consecutive years.
The American bald eagle is a "threaiened”
species in the state of Washington (USEPA
1986a). Aerial censuses of bald eagles have
been obtained since the 1960s. In recent years,
the status of nesting hawks, long-billed curlews,
and great blue herons has been added to the
wildlife census. in general, the conservative use
of the land and water resources of the Hanford
Site has benefited indigenous wildlife species.
The number of spawning salmon has increased
in recent years in response to fisheries manage-
ment practices. The number of bald eagles has
also increased because of the increased food
supply of spawned-out, dead salmon. The pop-
ulation of nesting geese has remained relatively
stable. Results of the wildlife census were re-
ported recently ina scientific journal (Rickard and
Watson 1985).

Public Information Activities

Environmental monitoring personnel partici-
pated in various public meetings throughout
Washington and Oregon in 1986 to provide an
overview of the program and to discuss results
from the previous year's environmental monitor-
ing effort. Meetings were held with a variety of
public interest groups, including the local Farm
Bureau.

In March 1986, the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement for Disposal of Hanford Defense High-
Level, Transuranic and Tank Wastes (HDW-EIS)
was released for public comment. The purpose
of the HDW-EIS was to provide environmental
input for the selection and implementation of
final disposal actions for high-level, transuranic,
and tank wastes located at the Hanford Site, and
for the construction, operation, and decommis-
sioning of waste treatment facilities that may be
required in implementing waste disposal alterna-
tives. The public comment period closed in
August 1986, and responses to public comment
are now being prepared along with a revision of
the Draft HDW-EIS.

A cooperative effort among DOE, the states of
Washington and Oregon, and Greenpeace
Northwest was again established to collect and
analyze water samples from the Columbia River
and riverbank springs. A sufficient quantity of
water was collected from each jocation to provide
an aliquot to PNL (for DOE), the Washington
Department of Social and Health Services, and
the Oregon Department of Human Resources.



Numerous documents containing historical infor-
mation on environmental monitoring and effluent
releases at Hanford were released to the public
in February 1986. The State of Washington
formed the Hanford Health Effects Panel to re-
view the documents and to hold a public hearing
in Richland, Washington. Additional information
was provided to the panel during the public hear-
ing held in September.

The Soviet nuclear reactor accident at the Cher-
nobyl nuclear power plant released considerable
amounts of radioactive materials into the atmos-
phere in late April 1986. Radioactive particles
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and gases were first measured at Richland on
May 5, 1986. The results from subsequent
measurements of radionuclides in air and
foodstuffs were forwarded to the appropriate
state agencies of Washington and Oregon.
State and federal agencies cooperated in their
efforts to keep the public informed and to issue
warnmgs when approa)nate lodine-131, 106Ry,
134cs, 137¢s, and s were the predominant
radionuclides present during peak levels of
fallout in the month of May. Radionuclide levels
in air returned to normal by July 1986. The
presence of radionuclides from the Chernobyl
incident were measurable in other environmental
media for the remainder of the year.



3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING RESULTS
31 AIR MONITORING

R. K. Woodruff

The transport by wind of atmospheric releases of radioactive and nonradioactive mate-
flals from Hanford 1O the surrounding region represents a direct pathway for human
exposure. The radioactive materials in alr were sampled continuously on the Site, at
the Site perimeter, and In nearby and distant communities at 50 locations. Particu-
lates filtered from the alr at all locations were analyzed for radionuclides. Air was sam-
pled and analyzed for selected gaseous radionuclides at selected locations. Nitrogen
dloxide was sampled at eight onsite locations and one offsite location. Total sus-
pended particulates were sampled at one onsite location.(@

Many of the radionuclides released to the environment at Hanford are also found world-
wide from two other sources: those that are naturally occurring and those resuiting
from worldwide nuclear weapons testing fallout. The samples collected on the Site dur-
ing 1986 contained contributions from these three sources, as well as from the Cherno-
byl plume. Those samples collected at distant community locations within the region
essentially contalned contributions from only natural and fallout sources, as evidenced
by comparison with data obtalned before restart of the PUREX Plant and by comparl-
son with locations outside the region. An exception occurred in May and June during
the passage of the Chernobyl plume. During this period, concentrations of several
nuclides were dramatically higher across the region. The influence of Hanford emis-
sions on local radionuclide levels Is indicated by the ditference between concentra-
tions measured at distant community locations within the region and concentrations
measured closer to the Site. Data from EPA and DOE's Environmental Measurements
Laboratory monitoring stations outside the reglon, to the extent available, were com-
parable with local regional data.

In 1986, the average Hanford She perimeter concentrations of 85Ky, 106Ru, 1291, and
uranium were numerically greater than levels measured at distant monitoring stations.
These differences, however, were not large enou&h to be statistically significant (at
the 5% significance level). ~ Concentrations of 106Ry, 131, and 137Cs observed at
the perimeter were higher in 1986 than 1985. These Increases were also observed at
distant locations and were predominately the result of the Chernobyl plume. No perim-
eter annual average radionuclide concentration exceeded 0.17% of the applicable
DOE Derived Concentration Guide (Appendix C). The total dose from alr emissions is
compared to Clean Alr Act dose standards in the section "Potential Radiological Doses
from 1986 Hantord Operations.”  Annual average NO, concentrations at all sampling
locations remained well below federal and Washington State ambient air standards.

SAMPLE COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS relatively distant communities (see Figure 3.1
and Table A.1). Air samplers on the Hanford

Radioactivity in the air was sampled by a network Site were located primarily aroupd the major
of continuously operaﬁng air samplers at 21 loca- operatingareas to characterize maximum concen-
tions on the Hanford Site, 14 near the Site trations in the air from Site operations. Site
perimeter, 9 in nearby communities, and 6 in perimeter samplers were located in all directions,
with emphasis in the prevailing downwind direc-

(a) Nitrogen dioxide and total suspended parti- tnons.to the south gnd east of the Site, towcpar-
culate sampling and analysis was performed acterize concentrations at the r_1earest locations

by HEHF. where the public could reside. Continuous
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FIGURE 3.1. Air Sampling Locations (see Table A.1, Appendix A, for location key)

samplers located in Benton City, Connell,
Eltopia, Kennewick, Mattawa, Othello, Pasco,
Prosser, and Richland allowed characterization
of air concentrations where the largest numbers
of people are located. Samplers located at Mc-
Nary Dam and in the distant communities of
Moses Lake, Sunnyside, Walla Walla, Wash-
tucna, and Yakima provided data from relatively
unaffected locations for comparison.

Samples were collected according to the docu-
mented schedule established before each moni-
toring year. The distribution of air sample analy-
sis types in 1986 is summarized in Table 3.1.
Radionuclides in airborne dust were sampled for
2we?eks by continuously drawing air at a flow
rate “of 26 mdh through a 5-cm-dia, high-
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efficiency, fiber glass filter.(8) (Airborne dust that
has been removed from the air by rain or dry de-
position to the soil or vegetation is contained in
soil and vegetation samples. See "Soil and
Vegetation Monitoring.") The filters were col-
lected every 2 weeks, held for 7 days, and analy-
zed for gross beta radioactivity. The holding
period was necessary to allow for the decay of
short-lived, naturally occuring radionuclides,
which would otherwise obscure the detection of
the lower levels of longerlived radionuclides
potentially present from Hanford emissions. The
gross beta measurement provides a current indi-
cation of changes in environmental trends that
could warrant special attention. In addition, filters

(a) Measured efficiencies exceed 99% for
0.3-um dioctylphthalate particles.



TABLE 3.1. Number of Locations by Air Sample Analysis Types

jcul Gases
Gross  Gross __m_&_zs%_rm__

Locations Alpha __239py, 239280y Uranium iy 129 s Yo Sk
Onsite 21 17 8/23(@) 4113(@) 7/210) 1 6 2 2
Perimeter 14 10 at 2/4 S5H4 2 8 None 4
Nearby

Communities 9 2 5/9 None 19 None 1 None 3
Distant
Communities 6 2 4/6 2/2 2/6 1 2 2 2

(a) Number of composites/number of locations represented in the composites.
(b) Number of locations analyzed routinely/number of locations sampled routinely.

from selected locations were analyzed for gross
alpha radioactivity in @ similar manner and for a
similar purpose.

For most of the radionuclides of interest, the
amount present in the atmosphere that could
have been collected on a filter by continuously
sampling for 2 weeks was too small to be mea-
sured with the accuracy desired. Because the
accuracy of a sample analysis is increased when
the sample contains more material, two biweekly
samples were combined into monthly composite
samples for each location. The monthly compo-
sites for a few prescribed nearby locations were
then combined to form a geographical compo-
site. (The 22 geographical composites used in
1986 are listed in Table A.1, Appendix A.)
Each of the monthly geographical composites
was analyzed for gamma-emitting radionuclides
(isted on page D.1, Appendix D), then com-
bined into quarterly composites and analyzed for
strontium and plutonium. Selected quarterly
composites were analyzed for uraniumisotopes.

Gaseous 1311 was sampled by drawing a
2.6 md/h air flow through a 6.3-cm-dia by 2.5-cm-
deep cartridge containing activated charcoal.(@)

(@ The coconut-shell activated carbon is im-
pregnated with triethylene diamine. Reten-
tion efficiencies are 99% for both elemental
and methyl-iodide.
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These cartridges were placed downstream of the
particle filter at each air sampling station. Char-
coal cartridges from prescribed sampling loca-
tions were exchanged biweekly and analyzed for
131,  The cartridges from the remaining loca-
tions were exchanged monthly to maintain fresh
adsorption media, but were analyzed only if 131
was identified in one of the routinely analyzed
samples or if there was any other indication of an
effluent release that could result in a detectable
concentration.

lodine-129 was sampled using the same tech-
nique; however, a petroleum-based charcoal
was used because of its lower background
concentration. Samples were collected monthly
at four locations and combined to form quarterly
composite samples for analysis.

Atmospheric water vapor was collected for tritium
analysis by continuously passing air th rough car-
tridges of silica gel at a flow rate of 0.014 m3/h for
4weeks. The collected moisture was removed
from the silica gel and analyzed. The silica gel
cartridges were exchanged every 4 weeks.
Historical tritium data for air moisture at Hanford
as well as tritium data for other media have been
reported in terms of activity per liter of water.
Therefore, the trend of concentrations since
1981 is shown in this section in terms of gCi/L of
atmospheric water. Because the DCG s stated
in terms of activity per cubic meter of air, tritium
results for 1986 are reported in pCi/m3 of air in



the tables of Appendix A. The comparability of
the two measures was demonstrated in the 1984
annual report (Price 1984).

Atmospheric carbon dioxide was collected by
continuously passing air through a soda-lime
collection medium for 8 weeks at a flow rate of
0.028 m3h. The trapped carbon dioxide(COo)
was then analyzed for 4C content and the
atmospheric concentration calculated. Soda-
lime cartridges were changed every 8 weeks.

Samples of air for 85Kr analysis were collected
using a small pump that continuously filled a col-
lection bag with air at a low flow rate. About 0.3
m3 of air was collected over 4-week sampling
periods throughout the 5year The entire sample
of air was analyzed for 8

Nine locations were sampled for NOo by HEHF
to assess onsite and potential offsite nitrogen
oxide impacts, primarily in relation to PUREX
Plant emissions. The sample locations are depic-
ted on the map in Figure 3.2 and identified in
Table 3.2. The NOo sampling was performed in
accordance with EPA Designated Equivalent
Method EQN-1277-028 (TGS-ANSA Method).
The NOo sampling unit consisted of a bubbler
assembly with absorbing solution, operated by a
sequential sampling pump. The pumps were set
to sequence on a 24-h basis; thus, all sample
results are midnight-to-midnight, 24-h integrated
averages. Total suspended particulate sampling
was performed at location 10 in Figure 3.2. All
sampling was performed in accordance with EPA
Test Method (Section 2.2), Reference Method
for the Determination of Suspended Particulate
in the Atmosphere (High-Volume Method) and
Washington State Air Pollution Regulations
(Chapter 18-40 Washington Administrative
Code) "Suspended Particulate."

RESULTS

Onsite, perimeter, and nearby and distant com-
munity maximum, minimum, and average concen-
trations for gross beta and gross alpha radiation
are summarized for all measurement locations in
Tables A.2 and A3, Appendix A. Maximums,
minimums, and annual averages are summarized
for specific detectable radionuclides, or others of
special interest, in Table A.4, Appendix A.
Onsite results from each sampling station near
the mdjér operating areas are summarized in
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Hanford Site
r‘/ Boundary

Richland

[ = "=
0 6 12 Pasco
Kilometers B?nton
City '
Kennewick
FIGURE 3.2.  Nitrogen Dioxide Sampling Loca-

tions (Numbers 1 -9) and
Total Suspended Particulate
Sampling Location (Number 10)

Tables A5 through A.11, Appendix A.  Fifty-
four radionuclides were analyzed in the monthly
composite gamma energy anal ses (see Appen-
dix D, Page D.1), but only 37Cs was detecta-
ble with any consistency.

Results of gross beta and gross alpha radioactiv-
ity in airborne particulate samples collected in
1986 at distant and perimeter stations are given
in Tables A.2 and A.3, Append|x A. Gross beta
levels for 1986, as shown in Figure 3.3, peaked
during winter, repeating the pattern of recent
years. A peak monthly average of 0.4 pCi/m3
occurred during passage of the Chernobyl
plume in May, resulting in an annual average
about twice that of 1985. As shown in Ta-
ble A.2, Appendix A, gross beta levels were
about the same on the Site, at the Site perime-
ter, and in nearby and distant communities, indi-
cating that Hanford was not a significant contribu-
tor to the higher average. It Hanford operations
had been an important source, concentrations
would have shown a significant decrease with
distance fromthe Hanford Site.

The gross alpha values shown in Table A.3,
Appendix A, were also essentially the same at
all distances, indicating that the observed levels



TABLE 3.2. Ambient Nitrogen Dioxide (NO5) Concentrations in the Hanford Environs for 1986
% Samples Less Than Maximum
Map Number of Annual Average Detection Limit Sample
_ locaon  Location®  24¢hSamples ) )L {opmNOp)
ALE 1 268 <0.007£0.009 15 0.049
100B 3 174 <0.007£0.008 23 0.026
100D 4 262 <0.007 £0.007 0.7 0.023
Old Hanford Townsite 5 233 <0.007+0.008 21 0.026
200W 2 177 <0.006 £ 0.006 23 0.017
Wye Barricade 7 176 <0.009+0.012 68 0.032
400 Area 8 262 <0.007 £0.008 34 0.027
Sullivan Bam 9 239 <0.009+0.009 04 0.032
Army Barracks 6 288 <0.009+0.007 0.7 0.023

PR

(a) Locations are identified in Figure 3.2.

(b) Annual averages two standard error of the mean. Samples less than detectable daily concentrations were

assumed equal

to the 24-h detection limit (0.003 ppm).
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1976 Through 1986

were predominantly a result of natural sources

and worldwide

fallout. Regional gross alpha

jevels were essentially unchanged from 1985

levels.

With the resumption of PUREX Plant operations

in 1983, ambient

air concentrations of 89Kr

increased at most sampling locations above the

preoperational levels of about 19 pCi/ms,
shown in Figure 3.4.

shows the annual

as
The map in Figure 3.5
average S°Kr concentrations

for 1986 at each sampling location. As expect-

ed, both figures

show that concentrations

980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986

Monthly Average Gross Beta Radioactivity in Airborne Particulate Samples,

were highest on the Site, near the source, and
decreased rapidly with distance off the Site. The
individual 8%Kr sample concentrations were
quite variable, ranging from 28 to 6100 pCi/m3
at the 200E SE location (Figure 3.1, map
location 7), refiecting changing meteorology and
source emissions, and from 15 to 40 pCim3 at
Yakima, reflecting essentially background condi-
tions. The rapid decrease in concentration
shown in Figure 3.4 at the end of the year
resulted from the cessation of PUREX opera-
tions in October. Annual average copsentra-
tions off the Site were similar to 1985
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—e—r 200 E SE 7
100,000k — e 300 Pond 1
- e 2 Sunnyside 49
-—a-— Ringold 24
cee=.. Yakima 50
10.000 — -~~~ No Ssmple
" 3 . Derived Concentration Guide 80,000 pCi/m’
3 E \ e
3 o
g /// - //#\V/
£35 v N ™ ~——
c» = M
:;:5 - - IAR ry /§\
£ B AN . \ e \b’"\ / vl
v /e o Y 4 -
§ 100 E N /'/ k\‘ ~ N\ N v Jf e ‘\(/\ Yo e S~ """‘-\\\
= N\ o \. 1\. N V4 N e, \ G\ "
Eo s e \/ 7 g @ .. Eagivon = \ N \
L gL e’ \v‘ﬂ 1&-\ . e N,
0 El/ ;(. A-"'». \\_..H\ e
2 o TN R
|- PUREX Restart \ S
[ e 0
N J N IO VY SN N TN S B | T S B | Lo I W TS W TN SRS N TN S SO S N S

FIGURE 3.4.

Krypton-85 Air Concentrations at Selected Locations

42
A O Othello
_N_
28
O Yakima
| . .
: [ | 60
Hanford Site | [ ] ‘ ' O Eltopia
Boundary 5 L 2200 0140
L1100 4409
Sunnyside '/
e} / v/
Miles 46 %
02 46 7 Richland
3 4‘0 ///., 93 Pasco
0 4 8 12 J
Kilometers Z
Kennewick/'
I BN B T
0 5 10 . .
15 20 <4 4-<8 813213 Air Sampling Locations with
Percent Occurence Windspeed (mph) Concentrations in pCi/m
FIGURE 3.5. Annual Average 85Kr Concentrations (pCi/m3) in Air and the 200-Area Windrose

(showing direction from which wind blew) for 1986

levels. As in 1985, the measurements close to
the PUREX Plant show the effect of the prevail-
ing northwest winds in the 200 Areas; measure-
ments along the perimeter indicate that much of
the time the stack plume tums south toward
Richland before it crosses the eastern Site peri-
meter. This pattern is also demonstrated in the
historical record (Healy etal. 1958) and is

3.6

consistent with measured wind flow patterns on
the Site. The perimeter annual average 85Kr
concentration (100 pCi/m3) was 0.17% of the
current DCG of 60,000 pCi/m3.

Onsite 90Sr levels in 1986, as shown in Table
A.4, Appendix A, and in Figure 3.6 retumed to
levels more typical of recent years. Figure 3.6
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shows the variation from 1981 to 1986 for the
200E-Area sample composite, for a sample
composite made up of samples from stations
along the southeast perimeter of the Site and
the Tri-Cities, and for @ sample composite from
distant communities. Also shown are the mea-
surements for two other U.S. locations in
northern latitudes recently reported by the DOE
Environmental Measurements Laboratory (EML)
as part of its inteational fallout monitoring
program (Feely et al. 1985, 1987). Environ-
mental Measurements Laboratory data for 1986
are not yet available- Most of the increase noted
in Figure 3.6 for the 200E-Area composite
sample in 1985 is the result of an inadvertent
airborne release from a liquid-waste diversion
box in the C Tank Farm that occurred in January
(see “Effluents, Waste Disposal, and Unusual
Occurrences" section of the 1985 Annual
Report). There was no apparent influence of the
Chemobyl incident on 90gr concentrations.
The annual average Site perimeter concen-
tration (0.00012 oCim3) was only 0.0013% of
the applicable DCG
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Quarterly air sampling for 129} pegan in July
1984. lodine-129 was detected at the four loca-
tions that sampled it in 1986 as shown in Figure
37. (Because of the low level of 129 concen-
trations, they are reported in aCi/m3 rather than
pCi/m3.) Concentrations at the perimeter were
consistently larger than those observed at
Yakima, but not sufficiently larger to be statis-
tically different (at the 5% level of significance).
Concentrations were quite variable and ranged
from 170 to 1700 aCi/m3 at the 200E SE loca-
tion, and from 0.2 to 0.9 aCi/md at Yakima. The
average onsite concentration increased from
1985 to 1986. The reported distant measure-
ment appears to have decreased; however, the
distant location was changed from Sunn side to
yakima for 1986. The annual average 129 con-
centration at the perimeter (16 aCi/m°) was on

0.00002%, the DCG of 70,000,000 aCi/m

(70 pCi/m°)

Average (January - November) tritium concentra-
tions, expressed in pCi/m3 of air, measured at
the Site perimeter and off the Site were similar,
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FIGURE 3.7.

lodine-129 Concentrations (aCi/m3) in Airin the Hanford Environs for 1986
(Concentration Guide 70,000,000 aCi/m3)

as shown in Table A.4, Appendix A. (Decem-
ber results are excluded because of sample
contamination during the analytical procedure.)
Onsite concentrations were highest at the
sampling locations immediately downwind of the
PUREX Plant, and the onsite average concen-
tration was higher than the offsite avera%e.
Figure 3.8 traces the annual trend of 9SH
concentration in atmospheric water vapor, in
terms of pCi/L of atmospheric water, for three
individual locations and the average of two
distant community locations. The effect of the
restart of the PUREX Plant on air 3H concen-
trations from 1983 to 1986 is clear at the 200E
SE sgmpling location. There appears to be no
effect ,in either the distant communities or
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Richland. Concentrations at these distant loca-
tions are comparable to concentrations in sur-
face water bodies across the nation (USEPA
Quarterly Reports 1981a-1986b). Concentra-
tions at the Fir Road location on the southeast
perimeter continued to appear larger than con-
centrations at the distant locations, but were
comparable to or less than levels in recent years.
The annual average perimeter concentration of
tritium in air (1.1 pCi/m3) was only 0.0006% of
the DCG of 200,000 pCi/m3.

Air concentrations of 239240py  decreased
from 1985 to 1986 following the installation of
additional source controls at the PUREX Plant.
The perimeter annual average concentration
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(distant locations not sampled (NS) inthese years results for December 1986 excluded
pecause of sample contamination)

decreased from about 3 aCi/m3 in 1985 to less
than 1 aCi/m? in 1986. The 1986 perimeter and
offsite averages were similar and near regional
background levels. The annual averages of all
onsite, perimeter, and near and distant com-
munity samples are shown in Table A4,
Appendix A. The annual average concentration
of 239,240py (less than 1 aCimd) at the Ste
perimeter was less than 0.005% of the DCG
(20,000 aCi/md).

The most recent data for 23%:240Pu reported by
the EPA for Seattle, Spokane, and Portland for
1981 through 1985 (USEPA Quarterly Reports
1981-1986) are compared in Figure 3.9 with
measurements from two independent efforts at
the Hanford Site. The Hanford southeast peri-
meter and Tri-Cities composite data were
obtained from the routine monitoring program
previously described in this section. The 300-
Area, high-volume air sampler has been operat-
ed since 1961 independent of the routine
program, to collect high-volume samples and
higher precision measurements of worldwide
fallout radionuclides. Comparison of the 300-
Area, high-volume air sampler data with the EPA
data for Seattle, Spokane, and Portiand
indicates that levels from all four sites for 1981
through 1983 were Very similar. The routine
monitoring program recorded data that were
higher in 1981 through 1983 than the EPA or
high-volume data, but the routine data were
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biased high because the analytical technique
used was less sensitive. In 1984, a more
sensitive routine monitoring analytical technique
was initiated, resulting in a better comparison
between the routine and high-volume air sam-
pling results from 1984 through 1986. The
routine sampling effort data for the southeast
perimeter and Tri-Cities sampling locations, and
the 300-Area, high-volume air sample results,
indicate that perimeter concentrations  of
239,240py in the predominant downwind flow
direction in 1986 were similar to recent regional
levels.

Uranium concentrations in airborne particulate
matter at the perimeter were similar to distant
samples in 1986, as shown in Table A.4, Appen-
dix A. Perimeter concentrations decreased from
1985 levels, while the onsite average concen-
tration was essentially unchanged. The peri-
meter annual average concentration (0.000062
pCi/m3) was only 0.06% of the DCG of 0.
pCi/m.

Ruthenium-106  was  routinely monitored
through monthly composite gamma energy
analyses but was infrequently detected. The
results obtained for 106Ru in 1986 are included
in TablesA.4 and A6 through A8, Appen-
dix A. Annual average concentrations of Y¥6Ru
in 1986 were higher than in 1985. Lévels

increased with the passage of the Chernobyl
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plume, and the relative similarity of the onsite,
perimeter, and offsite levels indicates that the
interyear increase was substantially attributable
to that event. The annual average 196Ry con-
centration at the perimeter (0.002 pCi/m3) was
only 0.007% of the DCG.

Cesium-137 and 1311 concentrations increased
substantially during the Chemnobyl plume pas-
sage, causing the annual averages to increase
from 1985 to 1986. The relative similarity of the
onsite, perimeter, and offsite concentrations indi-
cates Hanford was not a factor in the increase.
The annual average perimeter concentrations of
187Cs and 1311 (0.009 and 0.02 pCi/m3) are
only 0.002 and 0.005% of their DCG of
400 pCi/m3 (for both). Concentrations of 103Ry
and 134Cs were also detectable across the
sampling network during the Chermobyl plume
passage, but returned to nondetectable levels
immediately after.

The comparisons discussed in the above
paragraphs are based on the measured numeri-
cal results without taking into account the
uncertainty in the data or their averages,
However, statistical analyses of the monthly and
quarterly composite particulate data and all the
gaseous radionuclide data were also conducted
to take such uncertainty into account when
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evaluating the effect of Hanford Site operations
on the environment. The main comparison of
interest was between the average distant com-
munity concentrations, which represent natural
and worldwide fallout sources, and the average
at the perimeter of the Hanford Site, which repre-
sents natural and worldwide fallout sources, as
well as any residual Hanford contributions. None
of the analyses demonstrated a statistical differ-
ence between average distant community con-
centrations and average perimeter concentra-
tions at the 5% significance level.

Nitrogen dioxide data collected by the network in
1986, and shown in Table 3.2, indicated that
the highest annual average result (0.009 mg/L)
was observed at the Ammy Barracks, Wye
Barricade, and Sullivan bam sampling locations
(Figure 3.2, map location numbers 6, 7, and 9).
The Wye Barricade also had the highest average
in 1984 and 1985. The applicable federal and
Washington State annual average ambient air
standard for NOo is 0.05 mg/L.

Total suspended particulates were sampled near
the 200W Area (Figure 3.2, map location 10)
during 1986. Monthly averages ranged from
14.5 to 92.6g/m3, and the annual average
was 34.7 ugm3. The mmonthly 24-h maximum
sample ranged from 15 to 397 pg/m3. While



the Washington State and federal 24-h applicable regulatory background level has not
maximum standards are 260 and 150 pg/m been established for the Hanford area.

above background levels, respectively, an
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3.2 GROUND-WATER MONITORING

P. J. Mitchell, D. R. Sherwood, J. C. Evans

Ground water was monitored during 1986 throughout the Hanford Site in support of
the overall objectives described in "Environmental Monitoring". Monitoring activities
were conducted to 1)determine the distribution of certain mobile radionuclides and
nitrate, 2)relate the distribution of these constituents to Site operations, 3) deter-
mine concentrations of chemicals resulting from natural and offsite sources, and
4) identify the chemicals that resulted from Site operations. Samples from 362 wells
were collected and analyzed during 1986, primarily from the unconfined (shallow)
aquifer. An expanded chemical monitoring effort in 1985 and early 1986 provided
information on many additional constituents at 90 of the 362 wells.

Although ground water is not used as a public drinking water supply, average concen-
trations for 1986 in all monitoring wells were compared to EPA drinking water
standards (DWS) (see Tables C.2 and C.3, Appendix C) and DOE Derived Concentra-
tion Guides (DCG) (see Table C.6, Appendix C) for drinking water in controlled areas
(inaccessible to the public).(a) Radiological monitoring results indicated that tritium,
gross beta, 60Co, 106Ru, 131, 129 and 99Sr concentrations near o erating areas were
at levels above the DWS. Only tritium in the 200WArea and '3l and %9Sr in the
100N Area were observed to be above the DCG. Tritum continued to move slowly
with the general ground-water flow and discharge into the Columbia River (see "Sur-
face Water Monitoring”). Monitoring results also indicated that certain chemicals
regulated by EPA and the State of Washington were present in Hanford ground water
hear operating areas. Nitrate concentrations resulting from Site Operations exceeded
the DWS at isolated locations in the 100, 200, and 300 Areas, and in the 600 Area to
the southwest of the old Hanford townsite. Chromium concentrations were observed
to be above the DWS at the 100H and 100D Areas only. Carbon tetrachloride was
observed to be above the DWS in wells near the 200W Area. Samples from five wells
near the 200 Areas were tested for additional organic constituents requlated by the
State of Washington. Concentrations of these chemicals were below detection levels
in all five wells.

The primary source of ground-water contamination In 1986 was liquid wastes disposed
to the soil column by Site operations. Both active and inactive waste disposal sites
contributed to the distribution of radionuclides and chemicals in the ground water
beneath the Hanford Site. The presence of some chemicals in the ground water was
attributed to both Site operations and natural background levels.(b)

(@) Ground water beneath the Hanford Site is used for drinking at four nonpublic iocations, as described
in "Radiological Impact on Drinking Water from Wells" (Section 4). These drinking water sources,
which are monitored jointly by PNL and HEHF (Somers 1987), showed concentrations below
applicable standards for all radionuclides.

(b) Other monitoring programs also provided information on the impact of Site operations during 1986.
Routine ground-water sampling programs were conducted at the 183-H Solar Evaporation Basins,
the 300-Area Process Trenches, and the Nonradioactive Dangerous Waste Landfill (NRDW) to
comply with the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) (USDOE 1987). Rockwell
evaluated the quality of the ground water in the Separations Area to ensure compliance with
Rockwell and DOE monitoring guidelines, to assess the performance of waste disposal and storage,
and to determine the impacts of operations on the ground water (Law and Schatz 1986). UNC
Nuclear Industries prepared an environmental monitoring report for the 100 Areas (Jacques 1 987).

3.12



SAMPLE COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS

Ground-water samples from a network of 362
ground-water monitoring wells were analyzed for
concentrations of radionuclides and chemicals.
The 362 wells constructed to sample the uncon-
fined aquifer, confined aquifer, or both are identi-
fiedin Figure 3.10.(8)

Ground-water monitoring wells at the Site are
primarily 15 or 20 cm in diameter and are
constructed with steel casing. Screens or per-
forated casing are used to complete the wells
below the water table. Most wells are equipped
with submersible pumps. Bailers were used to
dip water from wells incapable of producing
enough water to allow pumping, and the airlift
method was used to collect samples from wells
too narrow to allow placement of submersible
pumps or use of bailers.

Samples from the unconfined aquifer were col-
lected just below the water table. Maximum con-
centrations for some radionuclides were meas-
ured near the top of the aquifer at a few locations
at Hanford (Eddy et al. 1978). Wells fitted with
submersible pumps weré sampled after pumping
a sufficient length of time to allow equilibration of
temperature, pH, and specific conductivity. This
purging process ensures that any standing water
in the well has been removed to allow collection
of a sample that is representative of the ground
water near the well.

Most of the samples for the expanded, sitewide
chemical monitoring effort were collected with
submersible pumps. Sample bottles remained
capped until just pefore filling. If any unavoid-
able, potential sources of volatile organics
existed nearby (e.g., car exhausts or open fuel
tanks), they were noted on field record forms.
Wells were purged with a submersible pump for
at least 15 min and until the temperature, pH,
and specific conductivity of the water stabilized.
Samples to be analyzed for chemicals prone to
volatilization or adsorption were collected with

T ——————————————

(a) For easier reading of well numbers on Fig-
ure 3.10, numbers identifying the opera-
ional area have been omitted. The digits
(99) assigned 1o all well structures have
been deleted in the figure as well as
throughout the text and tables.

3.13

fluorocarbon  plastic  (Teflon) bailers  after
purging. [Either bladder pumps or bailers made
of fluorocarbon resin or stainless steel are accep-
able sampling devices for RCRA ground-water
monitoring (USEPA 1986b)]. The bailer was
slowly lowered into the well, allowed to fill, and
slowly raised two times to rinse the bailer before
sample collection. Water was poured slowly into
sample containers to prevent trapping of air bub-
bles and subsequent volatilization of organics.
Sampling methods followed documented sam-
pling procedures (USDOE 1986b). All samples
were preserved in an unfiltered form. Samples
were sealed to prevent tampering, transported
to the laboratory on ice, and traced with rigorous
chain-of-custody procedures.

Ground-water samples were analyzed for radio-
nuclides (primarily tritium) and nitrate. Analyses
for gross alpha and gross beta activity at certain
wells provided guidance on the need for analysis
of additional radionuclides. Wells in the 100H,
300, and 400 Areas were sampled for two
regulated nonradioactive constituents, Cr and F.
The number of results obtained from these
analyses in 1986 is listed in Table 3.3. Most
samples were collected quarterly; others were
obtained monthly, semiannually, or annually.
(See Tables A.12 through A.27 for numbers of
samples collected during 1986 for each well and
constituent.) The number of wells sampled,
samples collected, and analyses performed for
each area are listed in Table 3.4.

In 1985 and early 1986, selected constituents
were added to the list of chemicals historically
monitored sitewide. Ninety of the 362 wells
were sampled for these additional chemicals
(Figure 3.11). Wells selected for this chemical
monitoring included those near the major
operating areas, within the radionuclide plumes,
and far removed from site operations. (The
sampling network did not include wells within the
100H Area or the 300 Area because extensive
sampling was already being conducted in those
areas for compliance with RCRA.) Seventy-five
of these 90 wells were sampled once during
1985. The remaining 15 wells were sampled in
early 1986. In addition, 22 of the wells were
sampled a second time in 1986. The samples
were analyzed for primary drinking water
constituents, ground-water quality parameters,
ground-water contamination indicators, and site-
specific constituents (Table3.5). The list of
constituents from EPA required in RCRA
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TABLE 3.3.  Number of Ground-Water Monitoring
Results for 1986 (notincluding new
sitewide chemical monitoring
constituents)

__Constitvent_ - Number of Results
34 1282
Gross Alpha 16
Gross Beta 152
60co 619 (@
137cs 48 (0
103Ry 5 (¢)
106Ry 51 (d)
125gp 42 (@)
131 54 ()
129 18

U (total) 195
Uranium Isotopes 36 (@
Piutonium Isotopes 24 ()
89gy 12
0gr 128
NO3 638

F 172

Cr 159
Total 3651

monitoring programs (USEPA 1984) was includ-
ed, as well as materials known to have been
used in Hanford operations. Three radiological
analyses (radium, gross alpha, and gross beta)
were included because they are part of EPA's
constituent list for RCRA monitoring programs.
Although a preliminary summary of results for the
above-mentioned 75 wells sampled in 1985 was
included in last year's environmental monitoring
report (Price 1986), all results for 1985 and 1986
are discussed in this report. To ensure that no
chemicals were overlooked, samples from five
wells adjacent to the 200E and 200W Areas, 6-
42-40A, 6-37-43, 6-48-71, 6-3451, and 6-32-
77 (Figure 3.11), were analyzed in 1986 for
over 375 chemicals regulated by RCRA and the
State of Washington (see Appendix D,
Table D.3) (WDOE 1986). The Hanford Environ-
mental Health Foundation provided additional
sitewide water quality analyses on 43 wells.

Radiological analyses were performed by PNL
with standard radiometric methods. Analyses for
chemicals (and radium, gross alpha, and gross
beta for the sitewide chemical monitoring of
90 wells) were performed by UST of Richland,

Washington, with EPA-approved procedures
(USEPA 1982) or other standard methods. In a
few cases where standard methods were not
available, in-house methods were developed
and documented by PNL. Specific conductance
and pH were measured in the field at the time of

(a) Reflects the number of gamma scans erformed.
(b) 48 outof 619 gam:ma scans detected 137Cs.

(c) 5outof 619 gamma scans detected 103Ru.

(d) 51 outof 619 gamma scans detected 106Ru.

() 42 outof 619 gamma scans detected 1255b.

(fy 54 outof 619 gamma scans detected 13,

(g) 12 analyses yielding 36 isotopic results.

(h) 12 analyses yielding 24 isotopic results.

TABLE 3.4. Number of Wells Sampled, Collected, and Analyses
Performed for Ground-Water Monitoring in 1986
Number of
Number of Samples Number of
Area Wells Sampled Collected Analyses Performed (@)
100 63 260 820
200 28 47 94
300 28 112 754
400 6 20 92
600 (0) 237 _910 1891
Total 362 1349 3651

(a) Notincluding expanded sitewide chemical monitoring.
(b) The 600 Area encompasses all of the Hanford Site notinciuded in
the operating Areas (100, 200, 300, and 400 Areas.)
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FIGURE 3.11.  Location of Ground-Water Monitoring Wells Sampled in 1986 for Expanded
Chemical Monitoring (first digit of well number has been dropped)
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TABLE 3.5. Analyses for Sitewide Chemical Monitoring

Ground-Water
Contamination

pH

Specific conductance

Total organic halogen (TOX)
Total organic carbon (TOC)

e

(a) Only selected samples taken near operating areas were analyzed for the

Primary Ground-Water
Drinking-Water Quality
Consti 7

Arsenic Chloride
Barium Iron
Cadmium Manganese
Chromium Phenols
Fluoride Sodium
Lead Sulfate
Nitrate

Mercury

Silver

Endrin

Lindane

Methoxychior

Toxaphene

2,4-D

2,4,5-TP Silvex

Radium

Gross Alpha

Gross Beta

Coliform

Alpha-BHC

Beta-BHC

Gamma-BCH

Deita-BHC

Characteristics.

Site-Specific
—_Conslituents =

Beryllium

Osmium

Strontium

Zinc

Calcium

Nicotinic Acid

Nickel

Copper

Vanadium

Antimony

Aluminum

Potassium

Arochlor 1016
Arochlor 1221
Arochlor 1232
Arochlor 1242
Arochlor 1248
Arochlor 1254
Arochlor 1260
Tetrachloromethane
Benzene

Dioxane

Methyl ethyl ketone
Pyridine

Toluene
1,1,1-trichloroethane
1,1,2-trichloroethane
Trichloroethylene
Perchloroethylene
Xylene-o,p

Xylene-m
1,2-dichiorobenzene
1,3-dichlorobenzene
1,4-dichlorobenzene
Hexachlorobenzene
Pentachlorobenzene
1,2,4,5-tetrachlorobenzene
1,2,4-trichlorobenzene
Hexachloropropene
Hexachlorophene
Naphthalene
1,2,3-trichlorobenzene
1,3,5-trichlorobenzene
1,2,3 4-tetrachlorobenzene
1,2,3,5-tetrachlorobenzene
Chlorobenzilate
Formalin

Phosphate

Kerosene

Ammonium ion
Strychnine

Maleic hydrizide

se constituents.
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collection, in accordance with documented
procedures. Further details on analyses are
found in Appendix D and in the "Quality
Assurance" section.

RADIOLOGICAL MONITORING
RESULTS FOR THE UNCONFINED
AQUIFER

Ground-water monitoring for certain radiological
constituents at the Hanford Site was based on
past and/or present waste management prac-
tices. Table 3.6 identifies major constituents
associated with Site operations. Radiological
monitoring results for tritium, gross alpha, gross
beta, GOCO, 137CS, 106Ru, 25$b, 131|’ 129|’
uranium (total and isotopic), and strontium
isotopes are discussed below. (Nitrate and Cr
results are discussed in this section in "Chemical
Monitoring Results for the Unconfined Aquifer.")

Past monitoring results have shown that tritium is
present in ground water; it also appears to be the
most mobile radionuclide at the Site. As a result,
tritium reflects the extent of contamination in the
ground water from Site operations. Figure 3.12
illustrates the 1986 distribution of average tritium
concentrations in the unconfined aquifer,
resulting from 40years of Site operations.
Contours of trtium concentrations shown in
Figure 3.12 were drawn based on the analysis
of ground-water samples collected from moni-
toring wells. For each well, an average value of
up to 12 tritium measurements was used. (The
contour level of 5000 pCi/L serves to delineate
tritium concentrations above background levels;
this contour was not used in previous reports.) A
summary of tritium concentrations in wells
sampled during 1986 is presented in Appen-
dix A, Table A.12.

Tritium plumes in the 100 Areas are the result of
liquid waste disposal during past and present
reactor operations. During 1986, tritium concen-
trations exceeded the DWS (20,000 pCi/L)
beneath isolated portions of the 100B, 100F,
100K, and 100N Areas. Tritium distributions
beneath the 100B and 100F Areas appeared to
have stabilized or diminished slightly from 1985
to 1986. The highest tritum concentration
within the 100 Areas was observed in well 1-K-
30 (see Figure 3.10 for location). The average
tritium concentration in that well increased from
420,000 pCi/L in 1985 to about 640,000 pCi/L
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in 1986. However, this increase remained within
the range of concentrations measured since
1981 (470,000 to 880,000 pCi/L). No other
wells within the 100K Area had concentrations in
this range, although tritium concentrations
above background levels appeared in well 1K-
29 (averaging 27,000pCiL) during 1986.
Tritium concentrations in wells surrounding the
100N Area remained relatively stable during the
past year. The range of average yearly tritium
concentrations in the immediate vicinity of the
100N Area liquid disposal facilities was about
30,000 to 110,000 pCi/L. The tritium distribu-
tion beneath the 100N Area changed because
liquid effluent disposal to the 1301N Liquid
Waste Disposal Facility (LWDF) was discontinued
and the 1325N LWDF, which is farther from the
Columbia River than the 1301N LWODF, was
activated.  All concentrations observed in the
100 Areas were significantly lower than the DCG
(2,000,000 pCi/L) for tritium.

Several tritium plumes emanated from the 200
Areas. The distribution of tritum beneath the
200E and 200W Areas is the result of disposal of
liquids used in chemical processing activities.
The potential sources of these tritium plumes
were identified by comparing data on each of the
plumes with data presented in the Draft Phase |
Installation Assessment of Inactive Waste-
Disposal Sites at Hanford(@). This comparison
suggested that process condensate liquid
wastes from the PUREX Plant (in the 200W Area)
and from past operations at the REDOX Plant (in
the 200W Area) represent the major sources of
tritium.  (Process condensate is water that is
condensed from closed systems that are in
direct contact with radioactive material.) At both
the PUREX and REDOX plants, process
condensates resulted from the initial dissolution
of the nuclear fuel. A widespread plume situated
between the 200E Area and the Columbia River
(Figure 3.12) is primarily a result of operations at
the PUREX Plant during 1956 to 1972. The
historical movement of trtium along ground-
water flow paths from PUREX to the Columbia
River was also observed at individual monitoring
wells. The tritium concentration history at well 6-
41-23 (Figure 3.13), located midway between

(@ U. S. Department of Energy, 1986, Draft
Phase | Installation Assessment of Inactive
Waste-Disposal Sites at Hanford, Richland,
Washington.
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TABLE 3.6. Major Constituents Linked to Site Operation Activities

Facilities Type Area Constituents
Reactor Operations 100 Tritium, 80Co, 905y, Cr
Irradiated Fuel Processing 200 Tritum, nitrate, 137Cs, 129
Fuel Fabrication 300 Uranium, Cr
100,000 two wells, which were drilled in 1977, showed
S ' . ® decreasing tritium concentrations during the
2 80,000l ORI RS time the PUREX Plant was shut down, and then
5 L » IR increasing concentrations in 1985 as a result of
8 60,000 °.‘° ), increased liquid waste disposalin early 1984 (Fig-
€ = " Y ure 3.16). These increased concentrations indi-
£ 40,000} ~ cated the presence of a second, smaller area of
‘g B ‘e tritium concentrations that were above 200,000
3 20,000~ ~ pCi/L in the region near the PUREX Plant (south-
= iy s east corner of the 200E Area) (Figure 3.12).
66 68 70 72 74 76 78 80 82 84 86
Year Ancther major tritium plume, in the southem
portion of the 200W Area, emanated from the
. L REDOX Plant, which processed fuel from 1951
FIGURE 3.13. x‘;":"g_gfggem’a“ms in until 1967. This plume was less widespread and
1966 Through 1986 had higher concentrations than the first plume

the 200E Area and the Columbia River (Fig-
ure 3.10), showed increases (until about 1977)
and decreases (from 1977 to the present) in
concentrations as tritium flowed past the well.
The decrease in concentrations at this well
resulted from the discontinuation of PUREX
operations in 1972, when ground water with a
lower tritium concentration began flowing past
the well. Tritium concentration histories at three
other locations [wells 6-40-1 and 6-42-2 near
the Columbia River (Figure 3.14) and well 6-
42-12A located farther inland (Figure 3.15)]
also showed increases in tritium during the
1970s. Concentrations have not yet begun to
decrease at these wells as shown by their
location in the plume (within the contour of
200,000 pCi/L; see Figure 3.12). It is expected
that concentrations in these three wells will
decrease (as they have in well 6-41-23) when
the cleaner ground water reaches the wells. The
variations in concentrations at wells 6-40-1 and
6-42-2 can be partially attributed to the mixing
of surface water in the aquifer as the Columbia
River stage changes.

Recent increases in tritium concentrations were
observed close to the 200E Area in wells 6-32-
43 and 6-33-42 (located in Figure 3.10). These

3.20

produced by the PUREX Plant. The lower
hydraulic conductivity of the geologic media
resulted in slower ground-water flow rates near
the 200W Area.

Figure 3.12 shows 1986 tritium concentrations
that were above 5000 pCi/L in the northem
region of the 200W Area, in the region east of
the 200E Area (near B Pond), and between
Gable Butte and Gable Mountain. These plumes
are the result of past Hanford operations. The
waste disposal practices that created these
plumes were not identified.

A comparison of the average tritium con-
centrations in each well for 1986 (Figure 3.12)
showed one plume near REDOX at levels above
the DCG (2,000,000 pCi/L). Several locations
showed tritium concentrations above the DWS
(20,000 pCi/L.). These locations  included
1) isolated portions of the 1008, 100F, 100K
and 100N Areas, 2) the 200W Area, and 3) the
large plume located between the 200E Area and
the Columbia River.

During 1986, samples from ten wells were
analyzed for gross alpha activity inthe area of the
highest tritium concentrations to the south of
and along the Columbia River and just south of
the midpoint between the 200W and 200E
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Areas. Gross alpha analyses were used to indi-
cate the possible presence of uranium or
plutonium in a sample, although plutonium was
not expected to migrate to these locations.
Results for all wells were less than 6 pCi/L (the
detection limit is 4 pCi/L). (The DWS for gross
alpha radiation is 15 pCi/L, not including
uranium.) A summary of the gross alpha
analytical results are listed in Appendix A,
Table A.14. Uranium and plutonium results
described below indicated that uranium was the
alpha emitter in samples from wells near the
Columbia River.

Samples from wells in the 100H, 100K, 300, and
400 Areas, and in 600-Area wells (the same 600-
Area wells as those sampled for gross alpha
analysis) were analyzed for gross beta activity.
Gross beta activity indicated the ossible
presence of 106Ry, 137Ccs, %sr, 1298b, or
0Co. The results are summarized in Appendix
A, Table A.14. In all cases, concentrations were
equal to or lower than those measured in 1985.
Wells |-H4-3 and |-H4-4 showed average
concentrations of 500 and 210pCilL, respect-
ively, which was significantly above the DWS
(50 pCi/L) for gross beta activity. All wells inthe
300 and 400 Areas had average concentrations
that were below the DWS, although most of the
results were above the detection level (16
pCi/L). Average gross beta concentrations for
samples from the 600-Area wells, located in the
major tritium plume area, ranged from 32 to
82 pCi/L.

Gamma scans were performed on samples from
wells in 100, 200, 300, 400, and 600 Areas to
obtain concentrations of constituents that emit
amma radiation. Summaries of 60Co, 137Cs,
03Ry, 106Ryu, 125Sp, and 13! concentrations
are presented in Appendix A, Tables A.15
through A.20, respectively. Results for each of
these radionuclides are discussed below.

All 80co results were consistent with 1985
results, except for well 6-50-53, where there was
an increase from a maximum value of 50 pCi/L in
1985 to an average value of 260 pCi/L in 1986.
Measurements were below the detection limit
(20 pCi/L) at many wells. (The DWS for 60Co is
100 pCi/lL; the DCG is 5000 pCi/L.)  Notable
levels of é°Co (72 to 190 pCill) were present in
wells around the 1325N LWDF.

Samples from wells listed in Table A.15 were
tested for gamma-emitting radionuclides. Only



those wells with detectable amounts of 137Cs,
103Ry, 106y, 125gb, or 131 were listed in
Tables A.16 through A.20. Cesium-137 was
detected in only a few wells because of its low
mobility in the ground water. All concentrations
of 137Cs were below the DWS (200 pCi/L) and
DCG (3000 pCi/L). gSee Appendix A, Table
A.16, for a summary of 137Cs results.)

Ruthenium-103 was detected in 100N-Area
wells only. This constituent was not expected to
be found beyond areas immediately adjacent to
the 100N Area because of its short haif-life
(39.4 days). All concentrations in these wells
were below the DCG (50,000 pCi/L). Results
are summarized in Appendix A, Table A.17.

Ruthenium-106 is a mobile, short-lived gamma-
emitter. In some instances, 196Ru and 125sp
made up a significant portion of the gross beta
activity. Wells in the 100N Area near the 1325N
LWDF showed average 108Ru concentrations
of 150 to 970 pCi/L, which is above the DWS
(30 pCi/L) and below the DCG (6000 pCi/L).
One 600-Area well (6-38-65, located between
the 200E and 200W Areas) had a concentration
of 560 * 210 pCi/L. Results are summarized in
Appendix A, Table A.18.

Antimony-125, an easily detected gamma-
emitter, was measured in well I-K-27 and in the
100N-Area wells near the 1325N LWDF. Results
ranged from 140 to 410 pCi/L, which is far
below the DCG of 60,000 pCi/L (see Appen-
dix A, Table A.19).

Because 131l has a short half-life, it was also
detected only in 100N-Area wells. The highest
concentrations existed near the 1325N LWDF
(17,000 to 330,000 pCi/L), which is significantly
above the DWS (3pCilLl) and the DCG
(3000 pCi/L). (All wells analyzed for gamma
emitters are listed in Table A.16.) Results are
summarized in Appendix A, Table A.20.

The presence of 1291 in ground water is
significant primarily because of its relatively long
half-life (16 million years) and its potential for
accumulation in the environment as a result of
long-term releases from nuclear fuel reprocess-
ing facilities (Soldat 1976). On the Hanford Site,
the main contributor of 1291 to the ground water
has been liquid discharges to cribs in the 200
Areas. Samples from six wells in the 200E Area
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and 12 wells in the 600 Area were analyzed for
129, Eight wells showed concentrations above
the DWS for 129 (1pCiL). (The DCG is
500 pCi/lL.) Results of the 1291 analyses are
listedin Appendix A, Table A.21.

Sources of uranium found in the ground water as
a result of Site operations were liquid effluents
placed in disposal cribs in the 200 Areas and in
trenches in the 300 Area (ERDA 1975). Uranium
may also occur naturally in soils, rock, ground
water, and surface water (Fairbridge 1972).
Uranium concentrations were measured in the
unconfined aquifer in the vicinity of both the
uranium fuel fabrication facilities and those
inactive waste sites in the 300 Area known to
have received uranium waste. As shown in
Figure 3.17, a measurable uranium plume exists
beneath the 300 Area. The extent of the
uranium plume was limited to a fairly well-defined
area downgradient from the active and inactive
waste sites. Average annual uranium concen-
trations in the 300 Area ranged from 5 to
31 pCi/L (see Appendix A, Table A.22). These
concentrations are similar to average concentra-
tions measuredin 1985.

Uranium concentrations in the 100H Area varied
from extremely low levels (3.6 pCi/L) to an
annual average of 460 pCi/L. at well 1-H4-3. All
400- and 600-Area ground-water samples
showed only background levels of uranium (less
than 10 pCi/L) (Appendix A, Table A.23). Sam-
ples from six wells (6-39-0, 6-41-1, 6-42-2, 6-43-
3, 6-46-4, and 6-47-5) along the Columbia River
(in the area where tritium concentrations were
highest) were analyzed for isotopic uranium (see
Appendix A, Table A.23). The concentrations
ranged from 1.8 to 2.2 pGill for 234U, 0.035 to
0.057pCil. for 235U, and from 12 to
1.6 pCilL for 238U. These levels were con-
sistent with the gross alpha measurements taken
in wells near the Columbia River and indicated
that uranium was the dominant alpha-emitter in
the six wells. The DCG for these three uranium
isotopes are 500, 600, and 600 pCi/L,
respectively.

Samples from the same six wells were analyzed
for isotopic plutonium. Results are summarized
in Appendix A, Table A.23. No detectable
plutonium was observed, which is a further
indication that the gross alpha activity pre-
dominantly resulted from uranium.
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Strontium-89 and %0Sr were measured in
ground-water samples from the six wells to
assess the contribution of these radionuclides to
gross beta activity. Results indicated that these
two strontium isotopes comprised less than
1 pCi/L of the gross beta activity. The results of
the isotopic strontium analyses (see Appen-
dix A, Tables A.23 and A.24) showed concen-
trations at or below the detection level
(0.6 pCi/L). Strontium-90 was also measured in
wells in the 100N and 300 Areas, in well 2-W22-
10, and in three 600-Area wells inland from the
river. Only in the 100N Area were 90Sr concen-
trations above the DWS (8 pCilL) and the DCG
(1,000 pCilL), with wells showing concen-
trations between the detection level and
2700 pCi/L. '

CHEMICAL MONITORING RESULTS
FOR THE UNCONFINED AQUIFER

This subsection describes the chemical impact
of Site operations. Nitrate, chromium, and
fluoride, historically monitored in the ground
water, are discussed below. Additional chemi-
cals described in this subsection were analyzed
in 1985 and early 1986 as part of an expanded
chemical monitoring effort.

Although nitrate is associated with process con-
densate liquid wastes, other liquids discharged
to the ground also contain nitrate. The extent of
nitrate contamination in the unconfined aquifer
reflects the extensive use of nitric acid in
chemical reprocessing and decontamination
operations. Nitrate, like tritium, can be used to
help define the extent of contamination,
because nitrate is present in many waste streams
and is mobile in the ground water.

The nitrate plumes (Figure 3.18) are shaped
differently from the tritium plumes (Figure 3.12),
primarily because nitrate concentrations are not
reduced with time by radioactive decay, as are
tritium concentrations. The nitrate plumes are
more complicated than the tritium plumes
because they derive from a variety of sources,
both natural and manmade. As a result, nitrate is
not as easily traced back to isolated sources. A
summary of nitrate (as nitrate ion) concentra-
tions, as determined by the ion chromatography
method during the second half of the year, is
givenin Appendix A, Table A.25.(a)
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The nitrate plumes differ greatly from the fritium
plumes in the 300 Area, the 100B/C Area, east
and south of the 100F Area, and east of the
200W Area. It is suspected that both past and
present waste management activities con-
tributed to the 300-Area nitrate concentrations.
Past practices (including those at currently
inactive waste sites) probably contributed nitrate
to the ground water near the 160B/C Area, and
east and south of the 100F Area. Past opera-
tions in the 200W Area contributed to the plume
covering that site. Natural or agricultural activities
from an offsite area may have contributed upto1
or 2mg/lL to the nitrate plumes. Nirate
concentrations exceeded the DWS (45 mg/L
for nitrate as nitrate ion) in the 100, 200E and
200W, and 300 Areas and the 600 Area to the
southwest of the old Hanford townsite.
Maximum nitrate concentrations measured in
these areas were 53mg/L (100B Area),
83 mg/L (100D Area), 140 mg/L (100F Area),
61 mg/L (100H Area), 63 mg/L (100K Area), 84
mg/L (100N Area), 340 mg/L (near the
200E Area), 240 mg/L (near the 200W Area),
57 mg/L. (300 Area), and 64 mg/L (600 Area).

Chromium was measured in wells located in the
100H, 300, and 400 Areas in 1986. The results,
which are consistent with the previous year's
results, are summarized in Appendix A,
Table A.26. All average Cr concentrations were
below the DWS of 0.05 mg/L, except in the
100H Area, where annual averages at three wells
were significantly higher. Average concentra-
tions at these three wells ranged from 0.30 to
0.39 mg/L.

Fluoride was measured in samples from wells in
the 100H, 300, and 400 Areas. All results for
wells sampling the unconfined aquifer in these
areas were below the DWS of 2 mg/L (Appen-
dix A, Table A.26).

The expanded monitoring of chemical constitu-
ents in 1985 and early 1986 provided analyses
of ground-water samples from 90 wells located
throughout the Site. The results were reviewed
to determine if noticeable levels of selected con-

(a) The ion chromatography method is more
accurate than the specific ion probe proce-
dure used to measure nitrate during 1985
and the first half of 1986. Specific ion
probe results are not reported because of
analytical uncertainties.



1986
Average Nitrate
Concentrations, mg/L

D <Detection to 20
20 - 45

N Es

. Unconfined Aquifer
Monitoring Well

Estimated Basalt Outcrop

7///‘ Above Water Table

o 1 2 3 4 5 Miles

PO SR I s S
r——‘r"r_—_l—_—-l
0 2 4 6 8 Kilometers

////
/ .
2

. J

%
5
&
7
Z

FIGURE 3.18.

Nitrate Concentrationsin Ground Water for 1986

3.25



stituents were present. The constituents most
frequently reported at elevated concentrations
in the 100 Areas were Cd, Cr, nitrate, and TOC.
The same constituents, plus gross alpha, Zn,
and Cu, were most frequently detected for the
200 Areas. Constituents with concentrations
above the detection limit appeared to contain
particulate material in the unfiltered samples.
The analysis of unfiltered samples is required by
EPA for compliance with RCRA monitoring
(USEPA 1983). These particulates may have
been the result of sediments in the well or of well-
casing corrosion. The effect of the particulates
was most pronounced for Ba, Cd, Zn, and Cu.
Samples from wells in the 100 and 600 Areas
that were high in Cr also appeared to contain
particulate material. Samples high in particulates
were also high in Al, which is a good indicator of
particulates.

Constituents detected in a few wells appeared to
be the result of Site operations; these included
Cr, nitrate, and carbon tetrachloride. Two wells in
the 100D area (1-D5-12 and 1-D8-3) showed
high Cr levels that were not associated with high
Al or other indicators of particulate material. Car-
bon tetrachloride was detected in two wells at
the eastern and western boundaries of the
200W Area; measured levels of 28 pug/l in
well 8-39-79 and 41 ug/L in well 6-38-70 were
6 and 8 times the DWS (Appendix C). Con-
stituents that were below the detection limit
included As, Hg, Se, Ag, Sb, Be, Os, TI, phos-
phate, pesticides, herbicides, polychlorinated
biphenyls, total organic halogen, and a large
number of organic compounds. The number of
analyses and measurements yielding results
below the detection limit for each constituent
analyzed are listed in Appendix A, Table A.28.

The expanded monitoring effort also provided
information on the background levels of several
constituents resulting from natural and offsite
sources. Results from monitoring for levels of
contamination were then compared to these
background levels. Thirty-eight of the 90 site-
wide wells were used to determine background
levels; these wells were unlikely to be affected
by past or present Site operations for most
constituents. A summary of the estimated
background levels of chemicals in the ground-
water samples obtained from the 38 wells is
given in Table 3.7. Because of its widespread
distribution, nitrate is not included in Table 3.7.
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The background concentration of nitrate was
estimated to be 0.5 to 2 mg/L in areas unaffect-
ed by nitrate contamination. Estimates of the
background concentrations of constituents were
complicated by the presence of particulate mat-
ter in the ground-water samples. Constituents
that appeared to be affected when samples were
not filtered include Ba, Cr, Mn, Ni, Zn, Pb, Na, Al,
K, Cu, V, and Ra. Some subjectivity was usedin
determining the background levels of these
constituents. These levels should be con-
sidered to be estimates only.

Samples from five wells (6-42-40A, 6-47-43,
6-38-71, 6-34-51, and 6-32-77) adjacent to the
200 Areas (shown in Figure 3.11) were
analyzed for a large set of constituents, including
organics, regulated by RCRA and the State of
Washington (WDOE 1986). Less than detecta-
ble concentrations were obtained for all constitu-
ents considered. A complete listing of the con-
stituents is given in Appendix D (Table D.3).

Samples from 43 wells were analyzed by HEHF
once during the year for water-quality param-
eters that included pH, conductance, Ca, Mg,
Na, CO3, HCOg3, K, B, NO3, Cl, SO4, and total
dissolved solids (TDS). These results provided
additional sitewide information on the chemical
characteristics of the ground water (Appen-
dix A, Table A.29). Five wels had levels of
TDS above the DWS (500 mg/L). Two wells
were above the DWS (250 mglL) for SOy, and
five were above the DWS (10 mg/L) for nitrate
as nitrogen. These wells are in areas affected by
Site operations; none of the wells supplied
drinking water.

RADIOLOGICAL AND CHEMICAL
MONITORING RESULTS FOR THE
CONFINED AQUIFER

The confined aquifer was monitored to help
determine the extent of ground-water flow
between the confined and unconfined aquifers.
This aquifer intercommunication was identified
by Graham et al. (1984). Ground-water samples
from the uppermost (Rattlesnake Ridge) con-
fined aquifer were analyzed for tritium, nitrate,
gamma-emitting radionuclides, and fluoride. The
results are summarized in Appendix A,
Tables A.12, A.13, A.16 through A.20, and
A.27. Wells that were constructed in the con-
fined (or a composite of the confined and



TABLE 3.7. Estmated Background Levels for Selected Constituents

in Hanford Ground Water
Background
Detection Concentration(@)
Constituent Limit (ua/L) (ma/l)
Ag 10 <10
Al 150 <150
As 5 <5
Ba 6 38+ 15
Be 5 <5
Ca 50 38,000+ 12,000
Cd 2 <5
Cl 500 9,40015,100
Cr 10 10-20
Cu 10 <10
F 500 <500 - 1,500
Hg 0.1 <0.1
K 100 5,000+ 1,400
Mn 5 <5-700
Na 100 18,000+ 5,900
NH4 50 110+50
Na 10 <10
Pb 5 <10
PO4 1,000 <1,000
SOy 500 33,000+ 18,000
\Y) 5 158

(a) Stated as an average, anaverage t the standard
deviation, or arange.

unconfined) aquifer aré indicated by footnotes in Ridge confined aquifer and the unconfined
each table. In most cases, only background aquifer north of the 200E Area. This well is
levels of constituents were detected in these located near an erosional window (i.e., near an
wells. An exception was well 2-E33-12, which area where the confining layer is absent) in the
was contaminated by high-salt waste that mi- Elephant Mountain basalt (Graham et al. 1984).
grated by density flow into the borehole when it Ground water in the uppermost confined aquifer
was open to both the unconfined and confined in that area will discharge to the unconfined
aquifers during driling (Graham et al.1984). aquifer near West Lake (Graham etal. 1984).
Contaminant concentrations have decreased by
dilution as ground water with lower tritium con- Fluoride was detected in well 6-S18-51, which
centrations flowed past the wel<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>